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** 4, looked, and behold 

a white cloud, and 
upon the cloud one sat 
like unto the Son of 
man, having on his 
head a golden crown, 
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and in his hand a is 
sharp sickle! Rev. 14:14 is 
“Is not my word--say- ig 


eth the Lord--like a 
hammer that breaketh 
the rock in. pieces?” 

Jer. 23:29 


My 





Little do they 

realize that Another 
s a hammer and 

sickle to wield. 

















He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision” (Psalm 2: 4) 
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Why Did Coelacanth Live Fifty 
Million Years Without Evolving? 


Just before Christmas of last year a trawler off the coast 
of South Africa pulled up its nets from the deep seas with 
a big haul of familiar fish — but with one unexpected catch. 
Authorities of the British Museum in London called it ‘‘one 
of the most amazing events in the realm of natural history 
in the twentieth century.’’ A scientist declared that if a 
living dinosaur should walk up to his front door some fine 
morning he would hardly be more surprised than by this 
discovery. For the fish that came up, very much alive, isa 
Coelacanth, which has been officially declared by scientists 
to have been extinct for not less than 50,000,000 years! Life 
magazine published a picture of this monster last April; it 
weighs 127 pounds, and is five feet long. 


A Hard Nut for the 
Evolutionists to Crack 


Now all this is most annoying, really disconcerting, for 
the evolutionists. | Mr. Coelacanth has no business to be 
around 50,000,000 years after evolution left him behind. 
What does it all mean? Hasit any disastrous meaning for the 
unscientific theories of the evolutionists? Has it any en- 
couraging meaning for those who really believe the Bible, 
and that the flood described in the Bible really happened? 
Tue SuNDay SCHOOL TimEs has asked Professor George 
McCready Price to discuss this amazing phenomenon, and to 
shew what it means to unbelievers and believers. He hasdone 
so, and his article, ‘‘Why Did Coelacanth Stop Evolving?’’ 
will be published in an early issue, — a vital contribution in 
the field of both science and Bible study. 











How Can Christian Parents Train Their 

Children Against False Teaching in 

Schools, and Worldly Amusements, 
and into Christian Service? 


CHRISTIAN parent last year sent an 

almost desperate plea to THE Sun- 
pay ScHoo.t Trmes for help to Christian 
parents in meeting the worldly and faith- 
destroying environment of the schools, 
the neighborhood, and the very atmos- 
phere we breathe. Here were three 
principal problems mentioned: 


The movies and other amusements. 


The longing to see their children 
enter God’s service. 


The teaching of evolution in schools. 


Parents who have met and solved these 
problems were asked to give their an- 
swers, and they have done so in a re- 
markably refreshing and practical series 
of articles, some of which will be pub- 
lished in Tue Sunpay ScnHoot Times 
during the next six months. 

For example, the mother of ten chil- 
dren tells of their home life from earliest 
infancy; how they came to love to go 
to church; how, when they were about 
fifteen, they were not “commanded” as 
to their amusements but were encour- 
aged to make their own decisions. Mod- 
ernistic and evolutionary ideas were 
pumped into a seventeen-year-old boy; 
how this was counteracted is told. 

Other family experiences tell how 
worldly amusements were prevented, 
not merely by negative advice, but by 
providing other forms of wholesome, 
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All these articles, and many more 
rich features, may be secured by. a 
24-weeks subscription for $1 (Can- 
ada $1.10) if sent promptly to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 138th Street, Philadelphia. 











happy entertainment. ‘This series is 
extraordinary because it sets forth actual 
experiences and proved facts. No father 
or mother who longs for the best pos- 
sible Christian life of the children can 
afford to miss these practical articles. 


The Coming Miracle of the 
Conversion of All Jews 


HAT hope is there for the Jews? 

There seemed to be high hope when, 
in 1922, Great Britain accepted from the 
Allied Powers a Mandate for Palestine, 
making -herself responsible for putting 
into effect the Declaration of 1917 “in 
favor of the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home ‘for the Jewish peo- 
ple.” For some years the most amazing 
things began happening in the Holy 
Land, — agricultural transformations, 
business and financial prosperity, — and 
Zionism flourished. Then came jealousy 
of the Arabs, riots, bloodshed, and it 
looked as though the prophecy of “Jeru- 
salem a burdensome stone” (Zech. 12:3) 
was beginning to be fulfilled. Now, 
after increasing riot and bloodshed, Brit- 
ain has abandoned her pledge. 

But God’s Word stands. He has prom- 
ised Israel to bring her pcople back 
to the Land from the whole world. And 
the miracle of the conversion of all Jews 
is coming. Pastor William John Scott, 
President of Vancouver Bible School, has 
written: a remarkable article for THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Tirues showing that, at 
the coming of the Lord, all Jews will 
be converted, — both those who are then 
out of the Land and will return to the 
Land in belief, and the multitudes who 
will have already returned to the Land 
in unbelief: all will be converted: not 
a solitary one shall be left unsaved. 
Think what it will mean to the world 
when all Jews are saved and become 
the greatest evangelists of the unsaved 
nations the world has ever seen, Pastor 
Scott’s article is.a most unusual study. 








Shall the Pope Lead the World? 


667TYHE Pope is the subject of no earthly 
prince; he is Sovereign in his own 
State — the Vatican City. What the world 
needs is a universal leadership free from 
a national and political outlook. The 
Roman Catholic Church offers to the 
world the universal leadership of the 
Pope.” On a Sunday evening this year 
this proposal was seriously made — by 
a Roman Catholic Bishop in Utah. 
What would it mean if this suggestion 
were adopted? That the confused, war- 
torn, terrified, and helpless world needs 
a Supreme Arbiter is evident enough. 
But the deadly results of putting the 
Pope of Rome in that position are 
brought out in a well-informed, scholarly 
discussion of the question by Dr. J. B. 
Rowell, pastor of Central Baptist Church 
of Victoria, British Columbia. England 
and America are, ominously, giving in- 
creased recognition to the papal author- 
ity and representatives. But what would 
this world-wide leadership of the Pope 
mean? The answer is seen in the Canon 
Law of the Church of Rome, and very 
few Protestants know what it is. Dr. 
Rowell presents facts for Trmes readers 
that will amaze most Christians. In the 
light of Bible prophecy, his two articles 
are of profound significance. 





Do Prophecies Prove Inspiration? 


AVE you a mathematical mind? If 

so, you will enjoy a remarkable 
study by a college professor showing 
with overwhelming conclusiveness that 
the prophecies in the Bible prove the 
divine, unique, infallible inspiration of 
the Book. Peter W. Stoner, Chairman 
of the Department of Mathematical En- 
gineering and Astronomy at Pasadena 
Junior College, has written this article 
for the Trmes. It is a breath-taking 
demonstration, by mathematical proof, 
that no one but God could have in- 
spired the Scriptures. 
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Lesson for January 7 in this issue 


Lesson 1.—(15) The Christian’s Confession 
of Faith. Matthew 16:13-28. 
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The Red Sea 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


HEN the Children of Israél crossed the 
sea, - 
It comforts my heart to know 
That there must have been many timorous 
ones 
Who faltered and feared to go,— 


Feared the ribbon of road which stretched 
Ahead like a narrow track, 

With the waves piled high on either side, 
And nothing to hold them back, — 


Nothing to hold them back but a Hand 
They could neither see nor feel; 

Their God seemed distant and far away, 
And only the peril real. 

Yet the fearful ones were as safe as the brave, 
For the mercy of God is wide; 

Craven and fearless, He brought them all 
Dry shod to the other side. 

And I think of the needless terror and pain 
We bring to our own Red Sea. 


Strengthen Thy timorous ones, dear Lord, 
And help us to trust in Thee! 


Gilding Sin 

Calling black white does not make 
it so. But the custom is old, dating 
back to the time when Satan painted 
a black sin in such neutral colors. that 
in Eve’s mind it soon became white. The 
art has taken on new refinements in our 


' ‘pacifying’ China. 


own day. The Pittsburgh Press recently 
observed that “one of the world’s trou- 
bles is the distortion of language through 
which evil deeds are now called by high- 
sounding terms. For example, Japan is 
Russia is ‘protecting’ 
and ‘restoring order’ in Poland. When 
Russian prisoners face the firing squad 
they are ‘liquidated.’ Russia and Ger- 
many have ‘agreed to a formula’ as re- 
gards Poland. Murder under the new 
use of semantics (making things sound 
better than they are) has become pro- 
tection; robbery has become liberation; 
all the vices have become virtues.” It 
is refreshing to see a daily newspaper 
strip the veneer from age-old and hein- 
ous sins. Christians are not likely to 
be deceived by the gloss put upon such 
crimes as are being committed in Eu- 
rope and the Far East; but great watch- 
fulness is needed lest we as individuals 
be inveigled into doing things that we 
know in our hearts are wrong. In the 
light of God’s Word and by the power 
of his Spirit we can guard against this 
subtle form of an old error. God’s warn- 
ing is very much in place today: “Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darkness for light, and 
light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isa. 5:20). 


%. 


Revival for Believers Only 


Revival is not for the unsaved, but 
for the saved. The “re” of the word 
means “again,” so revival means life 
renewed, or “invigorated anew”; becom- 
ing “active, or flourishing again,” ac- 
cording to the dictionary, which agrees 
with the Bible in this. The Keswick 
Calendar has a revealing comment on 
the Scripture: “Wilt thou not revive 
us again: that thy people may rejoice 
in thee?” (Psa. 85:6.) This is the com- 
ment: “The unbeliever is dead in sin. 

. His need is not that of revival, but 
of resurrection. A doctor may find his 
time well occupied in a hospital, but 
he will find his hands empty in the 
cemetery. The unbeliever is not in the 
hospital, he is in the cemetery. You 
cannot reorganize life in death, or out 
of death. The unbeliever needs must 
have it—life from above, the life of 
God. Revival is the increasing of the 
life which has already been received. 
Hence it is, in its initial manifestation, 
a blessing for believers, and -only 
through believers can it bring blessing 
to the world.” When backslidden, cold, 
powerless believers are revived by the 
Holy Spirit, then indeed unbelievers, 
who have been “dead in trespasses and 
sins,” are almost certain to be saved. 


& 


Bishop Taylor Smith 


teenth century, “A church without 

a bishop and a state without a 
king,” could hardly. have been raised, 
and would never have been listened to, 
if bishops generally had been of the 
spiritual caliber of the late Bishop Tay- 
lor Smith. The most hard-bitten Round- 
head would have insisted that no church 
could have too many such. For here 
was a man diligent in the King’s busi- 
ness from boyhood, whenrhe led another 
boy of fourteen to Christ, to his seventy- 
eighth year when, desperately sick in 
a Chicago hospital, he was seen pray- 
ing earnestly with a nurse. Later the 
nurse coming out in tears said: “That 
dear old man! I am the third nurse 


Te war cry of the English seven- 


‘he has led to Christ today.” 


In early life, when in busineds in 
Birmingham, England, ‘he was active in 


street-preaching; then, for some years, 
he was the minister of St. Paul’s, Nor- 
wood. About this time, so it is related, 
he visited a noted thieves’ kitchen in 
London with a friend. The latter shouted 
above the din, “Brothers, the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.” A 
man, who was actually gambling on a 
picture of our Lord’s crucifixion, re- 
sponded by spitting in his face. Evi- 
dently the two young men were not 
discouraged and must have got in a 
word which struck home, for many years 
later Bishop Taylor Smith told a com- 
panion who was going to Charing Cross 
station to look out for a man who sold 
boot laces and at the same time gave 
out tracts and spoke to his customers of 
Christ. It was the former gambler! 
He was asked to join a mission in Af- 
rica, but could not decide to do so. 
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Then one day he stepped into Westmin- 
ster Abbey and, happening by Living- 
stone’s grave, read the _ inscription, 
“Other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: these also I must bring,” and 
said to himself, “Who shall bring in 
these sheep if we do not offer our feet 
to go?” The thing was settled there. 

So he went out to Sierra Leone, “the 
white man’s grave,” and for many years 
had his share of hard work and fevers. 
Indeed, at one time, he awoke from un- 
consciousness to hear those about him 
discussing his pending burial. He was 
made Bishop of Sierra Leone and left 
behind him, when he came home to be- 
come Chaplain-General of the British 
Army, a native church renewed, re- 
freshed, and enlarged. . 

He was King Edward Seventh’s choice 
for this place. Years before he had 
preached in Sandringham before the 
then Prince of Wales, The sermon had 
been a simple, searching, extemporane- 
ous Gospel talk, and it had evidently 
gone to the Prince’s heart, for he asked 
later for the notes of it as it was un- 
printed. This worldly man knew the 
Gospel when it was given utterance. 
The Bishop was.-at first disinclined to 
accept the appointment, and the argu- 
ment that finally convinced him was 
that the army itself might be made, in 
a way, an instrument of missions. The 
British soldiers are watched by Hindus, 
Moslems, and others as examples of the 
Christian faith. If numbers were brought 
to Christ they might constitute the spear- 
head of a Christian advance. He was 
given oversight of two hundred thou- 
sand men and two hundred chaplains, 
and for twenty-three years held this 
important position, four of the years be- 
ing those of the World War. 

His admonition to the chaplains of the 
Expeditionary Force summarizes in a 
nutshell his evangelical theology: “Tell 
of his birth at Bethlehem, Immanuel, 
God with us. Tell of his death at Cal- 
vary, God for us. Tell of his heavenly 
gift at Pentecost, God in us.” He him- 
self did the humblest chaplain’s work. 
He was ever after the souls of officers 
and men. Once he was on a vessel on 
which was traveling a major, of disso- 
lute life. He had heard of his doings 
and took the opportunity of sitting down 
beside him in the smoking room. The 
major, cornered, opened fire with, “If 
God has given man physical desires 
should he not gratify them?” 

“Before I answer: that,” said the 
Bishop, “let me ask, Is man not mind 
as well as body? And if God has given 
man intellectual desires, is it not that 
he should gratify them? And to go a 
step further, man’s spiritual desires, are 
they also made to be satisfied? If you 
gratify your spiritual desires and your 





This editorial reviews, “Bishop Taylor 
Smith,” by E. L. Langston. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing Hoysey Grand Rapids, Mich. It may 
be obtained from the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden St., Philadelphia, $1.75.) 
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mental desires, then you can be trusted 
to gratify your physical ones.” 

It so happened that just at that mo- 
ment one of the ship’s officers came into 
the room with a lantern in which was 
acandle. Taking it from him the Chap- 
lain-General said: “Look here, Major; 
here is a candle, composed of three 
things: fat, which we will call the body; 
wick, the mind; flame, the spirit. This 
candle was made so that it might give 
a pure light and, so long as it is held 
in an upright position, it does give that 
light. The wick (mind), out of sight, is 
feeding on the fat (body). The little 
flame (spirit) gives out the light. But 
suppose I turn it over—you see the 
light begins to flicker and the candle 








NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


The Dynamic. of the 
“ Missionary Number” 


For a number of years THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo., Times has published, toward the 
end of the year, a special Missionary 
Number, bringing together editorials and 
articles on the challenge and the fulfill- 
ment of our Lord’s Great Commission. 
Shortly after the Missionary Number of 
December 24, 1938, came a most appre- 
ciative and encouraging letter from a 
missionary in Hawaii, which the Editor 
is sure will be welcomed by the Tnowes 
Family: 


My husband and I wish to express our 
deep appreciation of your kindness; the 
two numbers of THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times reached us two weeks ago. May I 
report how marvelously the Missionary 
Number has been used? 

On reading R. A. Jaffray’s account of 
“A Newly Found People Who Ask the 
Way to Heaven,” telling of a newly dis- 
covered tribe in New Guinea, I became 
thrilled. For some months I have deplored 
the lack of missionary interest in our 
school; I felt it must come, and would in 
answer to prayer. Going over to the 
school I recited the story, and became 
tremendously serious, and I exclaimed: 
“My ! I wish I were young, and a man 
at that!’ The Spirit simpls: used that, 
and like a miracle was the attitude of the 
students; it does seem that all they prayed 
about was missions and missionaries. The 
result: five have expressed a _ desire 
(should the Lord will it so) to go to New 
Guinea or any other field. My husband 
and I spent some years in Ethiopia, and 
wish it were possible to go to those places 
where Christ has not been made known. 

Your splendid paper, which seems to 
us to be the Highest measure of efficiency 
for students, is put into the school, and 
all are profiting by reading its precious 
pages. May God continue to use your 
efforts to his honor and glory. 


The Times is profoundly grateful -to 
God that he used that Missionary Nim- 
ber to make new missionaries. Let us 
keep in our prayers. the five volunteers 
of whom this letter tells, that they may 





December 23, 1939 


to stink,” and he added, “If all I hear 
of you on board this ship is true, that 
is what you are doing. I just want to 
add this, Keep the fat in its proper 
place.” 

Two years afterward they met again. 
The major said: “Thank you, Bishop, 
for that illustration of the candle. I did 
not like it at the time,—you exposed 
me before all those men in that smok- 
ing room,—but it resulted in my sal- 
vation.” 

The Chaplain-General personally 
sought to protect the moral life of the 
troops. Arthur T. Upson relates how 
the bishop went with him about the 
red-light quarter of Alexandria to dis- 

(Continued on page 937) 











be kept in the center of God’s will and 
may serve, in the power of the Spirit, 
in the fields to which God calls them. 

Next week's issue is to be this year’s 
Missionary Number of THE Sunpay 
Scnoot Times, and the editors are glad 
to announce that it will have another 
stirring article by that consecrated, far- 
seeing missionary statesman, R. A. Jaf- 
fray, who will tell of the beginning of 
Gospel work among some forty thou- 
sand people who have been discovered 
around the Wissel Lakes in the interior 
of New Guinea in the South Pacific. The 
lakes were named for the man who first 
saw them from a Dutch airplane. Two 
pictures will accompany this article 
showing the fierce looking faces of 
groups of typical savages from this 
region. 

Dr. Thomas Lambie of Ethiopia is one 
of the well-known and much loved mis- 
sionary leaders of our present day. The 
front page, editorial in the Missionary 
Number will summarize his recently 
published autobiography. The editorial 
is devoted especially to telling of re- 
markable experiences of Gad’s guidance 
in Dr. Lambie’s life and work. 

A missionary in the Belgian Congo 
has been using Wade Smith’s “Little 
Jetts” in teaching the little Negro chil- 
dren. She writes a most interesting 
letter, and sends a picture of a group 
of the African children. These will be 
published in the Missionary Number. 

In another brief article Allan Reoch 
of Manchuria will tell of a large yellow 
paper cow, which a Chinese woman in- 
sisted on having beside her at the time 
of her death. Like all the people of 
that region, she believed that her soul 
could ride across a certain muddy river 
on the cow after her death. A picture 
of the cow will be published with the 
article, in which Mr. Reocth shows how 
much heathen people need the Gospel. 
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God begins “to take the spoil and to take the prey” 


The Russian Colossus Heads for the Rubicon 











By Louis S. Bauman, D.D. 














which Rabbi Stephen S. Wise is edi- 
tor, there appeared last September 
an article by James Waterman Wise, 
under the caption—“Russia Betrays 
Mankind.” This Jewish author said: 
Four years ago, in a series of articles 
published in Opinion, I stated that the Soviet 
Union was a powerful force for social prog- 
ress and for world peace. Since then, al- 


[: THE Jewish magazine Opinion, of 


though never a member of the Communist 


Party or in any way affiliated to it, I have 
urged American co-operation with, and sup- 
port of Russia’s anti-Fascist pro-democratic 
policy. The recently signed German-Soviet 
Pact and the concurrent trade treaties con- 
stitute complete reversal of that policy and 
abandonment of the principles on which 
it is based... 

By this pact, the Soviet Union has be- 
trayed mankind. ... 

In view of these facts, it behooves those 
of us who mistakenly believed that the pres- 
ent Soviet government would stand: shoul- 
der to Shoulder with the democracies against 
Nazi-Fascism, to admit our error and revise 
our course... . 

By making this’ pact, the Soviet Union 
strikes hands with a government on whose 
head is the innocent blood of thousands of 
Jews and the broken lives of hundreds of 
thousands more. ... 

Disillusionment, however, need not lead 
to demoralization. Rather, it should compel 
us to re-think our problem and re-form 
our ranks. 


More Disillusionment Ahead 

What a pity that any intelligent Jew 
should ever have looked to the blood- 
soaked colossus of the north ag a hope 
“for social progress and for world peace,” 
or, for friendship for his race. Every 


Jew has access to the words of his an-_ 


cient prophets. If they must refuse to 
read and believe the messages of Christ 
and his apostles, then what a pity. that 
they do not read and believe the mes- 
sages of Moses and the prophets. 

The sad “error” Mr. Wise admittedly 
made four years ago in his appraisal 
of Russia should cause him and his 
brethren in Israel to exercise greater 
caution, and go to their prophets for 
wisdom. But, closing their eyes to the 
sure words of their prophets, a sadder 
“error” is ahead of them. 

The Lord Jesus said to the Jews in 
his day: “I am come in my Father’s 
name, and ye receive me not: if another 
shall come in his own name, him [the 
Antichrist] ye will receive” (John 5:43, 
R. V.). In that day, which will witness 
the pouring out of the “blood of thou- 
sands of Jews and the broken lives of 
hundreds of thousands more”—in that 
“time of Jacob’s trouble”: (Jer. 30:7) — 
once again there will come “disillusion- 
ment,” but, at what a price! 

Verily, Russia, even-the mighty “Gog” 


Daily, hourly events in Europe are 
paralieling Bible prophecy so swiftly 
that it is difficult to keep up with 
them. Gog, the Russian Bear, to 
quote the Philadelphia Inquirer, “has 
made Ghenghis Khan, Attila, and the 
war-crazed lords of modern Japan 
look like benefactors of humanity.” 
An Associated Press dispatch from 
Moscow says: “The Balkans, par- 
ticularly Rumania, and the Near East 
appear to be the next goal of ex- 
panding Russian ambitions.” It re- 
ports that an article in Communist 
International, organ in Russia of the 
International Communist organiza- 
tion, carries “articles denouncing 
Turkey and the ‘imperialistic’ British 
and French rule in India and Syria.” 


What does it all mean? The pro- 
phetic Scriptures tell us, and Dr. Bau- 
man’s remarkable series, of which 
this is the fifth article, continues to 
interpret these startling world-events 
in the light of infallible Scripture. 
Russia is now looming so large in 
world-events, as it does in Bible 
prophecy, that Dr. Bauman’s next 
article will continue his study of 
the Northern Colossus, dealing with 
this nation when it comes to the 
climax in Palestine, and setting forth 
the events leading up to Russia’s 
destruction and the record of that 
destruction. 








of Ezekiel, is no friend to Israel ! Rather, 
she has been the most implacable foe 
of Judah in recent times. What are we 
to think of the “Christian” anti-Semites 
who have been trying to make the world 
believe that “the Jews took over Russia” 
in keeping with a certain program laid 
down in the “Protocols,” and have been 
controlling that notorious government as 





Notice to Subscribers 
for This Series 


The demand for the Prophecy 
Series by Dr. Bauman has been so 
heavy that the issues containing the 
first three articles have been ex- 
hausted. Therefore new subscrip- 
tions are being entered to begin 
with the earliest available issue, and 
will run for the full number of 
weeks for which you~ have sub- 
scribed. 











their tool in disrupting all Gentile gov- 
ernments and communizing the world? 
Know they not that the god of the Rus- 
sian Communist, Vladimir Lenin, died 
like a madman, crying out his hatred: 
“Kill the Jews! Kill the Jews!”? And, 
again consider all this talk of a Jew- 
controlled Russia, in the light of the 
fact that its Gentile tyrant, Josef Stalin, 
a born anti-Semite, recently forced the 
resignation of Maxim Litvinov as foreign 
commissar—the last Jew to hold any 
high office in Soviet Russia. 

It is true that the new Soviet con- 
stitution provides freedom for the racial 
and religious groups in Russia. Never- 
theless, anti-Semitism is as widespread 
in that unhappy land as it was in the 
days of Czar Nicholas II. The Ogpu, 
or Secret Police, in their hunt for gold 
or foreign currency, have seized the 
Jews at will, arid have hurled them into 
torture chambers until they reveal the 
hiding places of their wealth. George 
Adams, in a copyrighted article in the 
Daily Mirror, informs us that, in 1915, 
Litvinov, while lunching with him in 
Geneva, said of a certain American Jew- 
ish newspaperman: “Stalin doesn’t like 
him! In fact, he doesn’t like any of our 
people | ad 

Let it be remembered that Russia, 
in her ambitious ride to world power, 
stands revealed in the Word of God as 
the foremost of all the latter-day ene- 
mies of Israel except for the Antichrist 
himself, whose enmity will not appear 
until after the Jews shall refuse to wor- 
ship in his image (Rev. 13:11-18). 


The Man of Steel 


It may be of interest here to note 
something of the personal characteris- 
tics of this blood-drunken beast whose 
awful shadow is terrorizing the whole 
world in this present hour. G. Bessye- 
dovsky, former Soviet Ambassador to 
Paris, is a Russian who ought to know 
whereof he speaks. He says of Stalin: 


Three years ago, he decided to get rid 
of his old wife and to take a young one... . 

What became of his old wife, I do not 
know. . . . Few people saw his.old wife, 
and few see his new one. Stalin keeps her 
at Gorky in seclusion, as in an Oriental 
harem. He is a despot not only in politics, 
but also in friendship and in love. He is 
pitiless in both these feelings. Here, too, 
he has the characteristics of an Asiatic 
satrap who tolerates no obstacles in his 
path. When his old friend Kamo, with 
whom he organized armed raids on banks 
in the days of Czarism, was recently run 
over by an automobile in Tiflis, Stalin, in 
wratk, sent a telegram to the Tiflis. Ogpu: 
“Shoot the driver at once.” Although the 
driver was not at fault, and although he 
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was also a Communist, he was shot without 
trial. When Pyatakov, a noted Communist, 
fell seriously ill from the excess of drink- 
ing, Stalin, beside himself with anger, called 
the physicians and ordered them: “Cure 
him in two weeks!” And Pyatakov was 
cured ! 

And upon such a demonized being, 
millions of humans—and it is regret- 
table that many of them were Jews— 
pinned their hope for a better world! 
Mr. Bessyedovsky, ten years ago, told 
us that Stalin was working under the 
delusion that it is his life’s work to 
maintain the unity of the Communist 
party until the day shall come when, 
despite all setbacks, world revolution 
will set the earth on fire. And, prob- 
abiy, in the opinion of the world’s fore- 
most firebug, that hour has come! It 
is estimated that he has an army which, 
mobilized to its full strength, will put 
25,000,000 men and women on his battle 
front —the largest military force in the 
world. 


The Final Attack on Israel 


One thing sure, when the hour does 
come, Israel will be the prime object 
of his satanic hate. It will not be against 
the shores of the Briton that he will 
hurl his massed millions, but against 
the mountains of Israel in “the navel 
of the earth.” The immutable Word of 
God settles that! 

O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech [Mos- 
cow], and Tubal [Tobolsk]. . . . Thus saith 
the Lord, Jehovah: It shall come to pass 
in that day, that things shall come into thy 
mind ... and thou shalt say, I will go up 
to the land of unwalled villages .. . to take 
the spoil and to take the prey; to turn thy 
hand against the waste places that are now 
inhabited, and against the people that are 
gathered out of the nations, that have got- 
ten cattle and goods, that dwell in the mid- 
die [R. V. margin, Heb., navel] of the earth. 
. . . Thou shalt come from thy place out 
of the uttermost parts of the north, thou, 
and many peoples with thee, all of them 
riding upon horses, a great company and 
a mighty army; and thou shalt come up 
against my people Israel, as a cloud to 
cover the land: it shall come to pass in the 
latter days (Ezek. 38:3, 10, R. V.). 

As we have set forth from time to 
time, it is not Germany, but Russia, 
that is to be the colossus of the end 
time, that will compel other nations to 
form a colossal federation to preserve 
them from its tyrannous power. Ger- 
many will march as an ally of the 
northern colossus, probably because she 
will find herself in a position where she 
is unable to do anything else. Some 
day the German people will come to 
know what a stupendous error Adolf 
Hitler made when he entered into the 
recent non-aggression pact with the wily 
northern Bear, and destroyed Poland, 
the buffer state. 

In the light of the revelation of the 
God who knows the end from the be- 
ginning, how significant are the events 
of the hour! It is not Germany, but 
- Russia, who is on the march to what she, 
-at least, believes will be world empire. 

Following in the wake of Petér the 
Great, Stalin is sweeping victoriously 
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over the Eastern Baltic, which Germany 
has long regarded as her own private 
lake. In eastern Europe, without wast- 
ing any of his powder, Stalin has raised 
his flag over former White Russia and 
the Polish Ukraine, with a larger area 
and population than our own New Eng- 
land States... He has proceeded to force 
humiliating treaties, giving him air and 
naval bases in Estonia, Latvia, and Lith- 
uania, and at this writing, is hurling 
his cruel, gory legions against Finland. 
And that wonderful little nation is mak- 
ing a defense of its freedom with a 
courage that stirs the admiration of the 
world. But, apparently, the handwriting 
is on the wall. The peoples of ‘Norway 
and Sweden also are terrorized at the 
specter. Well they may be, for the 
“king of the north” (Dan. 11:40) will 
be king of the north. 

In the Far East, the Muscovite seems 
to have come to an understanding with 
Japan. Certainly, the Russian Bear has 
lost his fear of events in that part of 
his vast den. Probably Russia’s “rights” 
in western China, already bolshevized, 
are to be duly recognized by Japan. 

With the situation satisfactory at each 
end of her vast domain, Russia is in a 
position to strike for the coveted warm 
waters of southern seas. And it is this 
southward march she would avoid if she 
knew the prophets of God which she 
thoroughly despises. 


Blocking Germany’s Pathway 

All the world expects that, since Stalin 
has blocked the pathway of the Ger- 
man army into the Balkans, especially 
Rumania, he will not hesitate to strike 
for the completion of his dream of world 
empire in that direction. Bessarabia is 
probably the next victim of the raven- 
ous appetite of the great Bear. But, 
here is where the real troubles of the 
Bear will begin. Here, he crosses the 
Rubicon. The Roman Czsar unsheaths 
his sword. 

As I write these words, the streets of 
Rome and Milan are teeming with pa- 
raders, mostly students, who are flying 
Italian and Finnish flags, shouting: 
“Long live Finland! Down with Rus- 
sia, Stalin, and Bolshevism!” This might 
not mean much at certain times; but in 
this hour it may mean much indeed. 
It means that “the king of the north” 
is stirring the wrath of the mighty. will- 
ful king whose destiny is fixed by the 
Lord of Heaven and earth: “He shall 
prosper till the indignation [of God] be 
accomplished” (Dan. 11:36). 

This much is certain: Something, 
sooner or later, must furnish the motive 
power to drive together “ten kings” and 
cause them to do an. unprecedented 
thing; that is, to “have one mind, and 
. .. give their power and strength unto 
the beast” (Rev. 17:13). ' 

‘For some months now, Mussolini the 


* Loquacious has been sitting tight-lipped, 


nodding acquiescence and shrugging his 
shoulders as his “friend Hitler” booted 
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things around according to his own good 
pleasure in Central Europe. But let no 
one believe that the Roman’s heart en- 
tered into the militaristic parades of 
the Hun, 

However, the sagacious Mussolini 
knew that the opportunity would come, 
and come it has. Will he grasp it? He 
hasn’t been famous for letting opportuni- 
ties pass by. Mussolini, the Roman, finds 
himself sitting in a pretty fine spot from 
which to draw some desirable conces- 
sions from England and France. The 
shadow of the great northern Cyclops 
falls over the earth.. The world is trem- 
bling in a miasma of fear: That fear is 
so great that, with plenty of trouble 
already on their hands, France, Eng- 
land, America, and all other nations hold 
back aghast from doing their moral duty, 
and breaking off all relations with the 
northern brute, whc, to satisfy his craven, 
lustful appetite, without the slightest 
provocation, is blowing men, women, 
and little children to bits in Helsinki; 
or sending them,—nearly 300,000 of 
them,—out into the Arctic fastnesses 
of the forests of Finland to perish in 
the sub-zero cold, while the skies be- 
hind them are reddened with the glow 
of the flames that are devouring their 
once happy homes. 2 

A predatory brute that has once tasted 
warm blood, and has gotten away with 
it unpunished, is the most dangerous of 
all brutes. Will “ten kings,” all of whose 
hearts are aquiver with fear, finally be 
driven, even against their wills, to form 
the alliance that was foretold by the 
prophets of God in all the ages past? Is 
the hour at hand? 

“O my Lord, what shall be the end of 
these things?” (Dan. 12:8.) 

We shall see! 


(To be continued) 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















EBREWS 10:22-25 is a faith, hope, 

and charity passage, although this 
is disguised by the Authorized transla- 
tion. “Let us draw near ... in full 
assurance of FAITH. . .. Let us hold 
fast the profession of our HOPE” 
(elpidos), not “faith”; “and let us... 
provoke unto LOVE [agapes} and to 
good works.” Our hope is the hope of 
the Second Coming, and the writer re- 
fers to this in an aside (“faithful is 
the one promising,” that is promising 
to return). The exhortation not to 
neglect gathering together (episynago- 
gen) in earthly conventicle to meet the 
invisible Lord, is based on the fact that 
the day of the return is near, the day 
of our gathering together (episynagogen, 
2 Thess. 2:1) to meet the visible and 


glorified Lord. So in Hebrews 3:6 we 
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are called the household of Christ, “if 
we hold fast the confidence and exulta- 
tion of the hope firm until the end.” 


For yet a little while, how little! 
how little !—and he that shall come 
will come, and will not tarry (Heb. 
10:37). 


HE word translated “tarry” is 

chronei. It is the word used in Luke 
12:45 by the wicked servant, “My Lord 
delayeth his coming.” The writer of 
the Hebrews may have had this parable 
of our Lord in mind, especially if he 
happened to be Luke, as some now 
think. 


The revelation: of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the 
world began (Rom. 16:25). 


IGAO, the word here translated “kept 

secret,” is in its primary meaning, 
“to be silent.” The mystery of redemp- 
tion which was kept in silence since the 
world began! The silent heavens! How 
often the saints of the Old Testament 
cried, “Oh that thou ‘wouldst rend the 
heavens” (Isa. 64:1) with some message. 
On the night of the Nativity the silence 
of the heavens was broken. The mystery 
was kept in silence in the time-ages, 
chronois aioniois, but (v. 27) the eterni- 
ties will resound with shouts of praise. 


HE Book of the Revelation is the 

only book in the Bible that opens 
with a beatitude. Makarios, “Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy.” It is the 
only one that closes with a beatitude: 
“Blessed are they that do his command- 
ments, that they may have right to the 
tree of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city” (22:14). At the 
beginning we are asked to read; at the 
end to put into practice that which we 
have read. We are to read in order to 
know the “things which must shortly- 
come to pass” (Rev. 1:1), “for the time 


‘ is at hand” (Rev. 1:3). We are to do 


his commandments because of “the 
things which must shortly be done” 
(Rev. 22:6), “for the time is at hand” 
(Rev. 22:10). 


Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and 
ye holy apostles and prophets; for 
God hath avenged you on her (Rev. 
18:20). 


Literally, “for God hath judged her 
judgment of you.” The case has gone 
up to the highest court of appeals and 
been reversed. 


And there shall in no wise enter 
into it any thing that defileth (Rev. 
21:27). 


EFILETH, koinon. “There shall in 
no wise enter into it any thing that 


- is common.” How sordid and common 


are modern city streets, the mean Lon- 
don streets of West Ham and Clapham, 
the dirty crowded streets of New York, 


“+- Essex, ‘Rivington, Mulberry, and the 
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others of the East Side. Commonness is 
the outstanding quality of man’s streets. 
They are undistinguished, uninteresting. 
How different the English lanes or an 
old-fashioned New England country road 





935 


before tarvia and the automobile had 
made that, too, common. I’m glad of 
that double negative, ou me with its 
negative. “There shall in no wise enter 
into it any thing that is common.” 








A growing testimony among students in 
Canada and the United States 








The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 


By Carl F. H. Henry 














long ago a young Christian leader 

accomplished what the veteran 
philosopher, Bertrand Russell, pro- 
nounced himself unable to do. 

The immediate cause of Lord Russell’s 
perplexity was his assigned topic, “The 
Existence and Nature of God.” 

“Since I cannot be’ sure that God ex- 
ists, I am hardly ready to discuss his 
nature,” he told 2,000 collegians on the 
University of Michigan campus. 

Two weeks later came Canada’s Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, at the invitation of 
members of the campus Christian Union, 
to perform the task left undone. 

An audience only one-twentieth the 
number of Lord Russell’s came out to 
the Hall of Religions to hear C. Stacey 
Woods, but almost to a man they insisted 
that Woods had erased many of the ques- 
tion marks which Russell had stamped 
upon their minds in his assault on evan- 
gelical faith. 

“Modestly but certainly,” declared 
Woods, “I affirm the existence of God.” 

Woods opened his address by quoting 
Russell’s words, then stated his own posi- 
tion. The usual evidences cited by sys- 
tematic theologians he put forward to 
evidence the existence of God. Then he 
added: 

“The nature of God has been revealed 
in the Scriptures. Because of this, I am 
able to discuss his relationship to men. 
God was man’s Creator. God is man’s 
Judge because of sin. God is man’s Re- 
deemer in Christ. Eacn of you has an 
alternative — you will take Jesus Christ 
either as Saviour or Judge.” 

Some dropped the matter as an old 
question which men of antiquity first 
debated, but the majority of Woods’ 
hearers felt that in a quiet way, as he 
launched into his address, Russell’s ar- 
guments were being answered. 

A Christian co-ed, who had been 
rather reluctant to give an evangelistic 
testimony in the face of adverse student 
criticism, began a young women’s Bible 
class in her dormitory. In cther quar- 
ters, a reawakening of campus interest 
was seen. 

- Soon ‘reorganized into a collegiate 
chapter of the Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 
the union of Christian students under- 
took student meetings, to which were 


O: A large university campus not 


brought well-known speakers, among 
them Dr. Wilbur M. Smith of Moody 
Bible Institute, and at which there was 
an increasing attendance. 

This is a small aspect of the work that 


_ the Inter-Varsity Fellowship is carrying 


forward on almost a score of campuses 
in the United States. With the opening 
of the colleges in September, the Cana- 
dian movement pushed southward across 
the border on three fronts in response 
to an invitation of two years’ standing 
given by prominent denominational 
leaders and Christian students. Regional 
secretaries meet with young Christians 
and help them, if they are discouraged 
and without power, to a more abundant 
life. Then they introduce them to other 
Christian students, banding them. to- 
gether for effective prayer and witness- 
ing. Before many weeks pass, sufficient 
student interest is aroused to make mass 
meetings advisable. To these are brought 
prominent speakers, often Christian uni- 
versity professors, to discuss such topics 
as “Does the Bible Matter?” “Does 
Prayer Matter?” “Does Jésus Christ Mat- 
ter?” 

More than a dozen campuses in the 
United States have felt the movement’s 
impact during recent months. In Wash- 
ington and Oregon, seven colleges and 
universities have active units and’ others 
are seeking affiliation. In the Middle 
West, where headquarters for the United 
States work have been set up under the 
leadership of Charles. Troutman, a 
Wheaton College graduate, there are 
four active campus branches. In the 
Eastern States’ two groups have affiliated 
and several others are in the process 
of affiliation. 

To offset difficulties in exchange occa- 
sioned by the entrance of Canada into 
the war, the movement has opened a 
banking account in this country. All 
gifts from the States will be deposited 
in Detroit, center of the Mid-West activ- 
ity. The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, with its main office at 1130 Bay St., 
Toronto, had purposed to sustain its 
work in this country during its initial 
stages by drawing upon Canadian re- 
sources; but the war ruling prohibiting 
the outflow of more than $100 monthly 
makes this impractical, and as a conse- 
quence-the Fellowship is looking to its 
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friends in the States to give their prayer 
and gift support to the movement. 

Access to seemingly uninterested 
campuses is gained by Inter-Varsity’s 
resourceful regional secretaries by 
scores of methods, employed to carry 
forward a work steeped in prayer. One 
of the secretaries for a time had to 
take the role of an eavesdropper for 
God. The results were far-reaching. 

He was Inter-Varsity’s head man for 
the United States — “Chuck” Troutman — 
at that time carrying on personal evan- 
gelistic effort in the eastern Canadian 
area. There some two hundred students 
met as “The Philosophers” to discuss 
age-old problems. Troutman attended 
the periodic campus meetings and en- 
tered into the discussions in a friendly 
manner, stating the Christian view of 
God and the world whenever it seemed 
expedient. After several weeks “The 
Philosophers” thought Troutman ought 
to have a whole hour in which to state 
the Christian philosophy. He spoke to 
them of sin and of the Saviour. Among 
interested students was a prominent fra- 
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ternity man, who thought he would enter 
the ministry though he had no saving 
experience, and who sang in the most 
elite night club in the city. He was 
led to a personal. knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and today, as a member of Inter- 
Varsity’s executive committee, is con- 
tinuing his studies for the pulpit, but 
with a living relationship to Him who 
is the source of all life. 

Slowly but effectively the story of 
the one true God is appearing in new 
chapters of human experience. Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship records tell thrilling 
stories of lives rescued from sin, of a 
sense of direction given to those who 
were unsettled, of salvation made living 
and real. 

One campus group, between Christmas 
and summer vacation, led a student a 


_week to Christ. 


A student awakening is coming. It 
will require prayer. It will require wit- 
nessing. It will require funds. But it 
will come. 


WHEATON, ILL. 








Helping young folks in Sunday school 
to enjoy the best hymns 








: Can We Improve Our Singing? 


By Wouter Van Garrett 














about the type of hymns that 

should be used in the Sunday 
school, and a great deal more needs to 
be said. There are still leaders, and 
choristers, who seem to ignore the needs 
of the school, the call of Christ, and 
the devotion that should be given to 
the Lord in praise and thanksgiving. 

You may have seen a squirrel wheel, 
in which a poor captive is compelled 
to go round and round but never gets 
anywhere in particular. The caged ani- 
mal goes through the motions, and ex- 
pends a great deal of energy, but in 
the end he is just about where he started. 
Some singing is like that. I am won- 
dering if such practices do not try. to 
imitate the luncheon club where men 
sing to “work up steam,” to be jolly good 
fellows in the short time they meet to- 
gether, before they have to rush back to 
their place of business. 

“Pep” tunes are all right in their place, 
and they are usually selected for the 
music rather than the words. But I 
wonder if their place is in the Sunday 
school, where the words are every bit 
as important as the tune. After all, we 
sing for a purpose, and that purpose 
should be far nobler than the mere 
arousing of enthusiasm, 

Our singing in both Sunday school 
and church should get us somewhere. 
If we ‘want to sing sentimental ditties 


A GREAT deal has been written 


we can do so in the privacy of our. 


homes. But when we come into the 
House of the Lord we should sing 
hymns that have a meaning and a pur- 
pose, hymns whose words have a definite 
contribution to make to the theme of 
the day’s lesson. We need to select 
hymns of strong objective faith, and 
hymns that are ageless because they are 
filled with eternal truth. 

But, you may object, our boys ‘and 
girls like to sing the jazzy, sentimental 
tunes. In that case your situation is 
all the more proof of careless training 
and selection in the past. Pupils can 
be trained to appreciate and to sing 
hymns that are worthy of a place in a 
religious service — if they have that type 
of hymn selected for them. If, on the 
other hand, they have been fed on 
“swing songs” they will quite naturally 
develop a taste for that kind of singing. 
But the responsibility for that sort of 
taste rests upon the leaders of the school. 

Let me give an illustration of what 
can be done under wise leadership, and 
a bit of careful training. Six years ago 
our school had about a half dozen songs 
they liked to sing, and they sang them 
with enough enthusiasm to “lift the 
rafters.” One of their favorites had a 
catchy tune, one that arouses enthusi- 
asm. But to use that song as:an open- 
ing for the worship period — when the 
whole school’s attention is to be directed 
to God—was terrible. But, Sunday 
after Sunday, when they were asked to 
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make a selection, they shouted for their 
favorite, and then they kept time with 


their feet as they shouted—not sang. 


They had been fed on ditties for several 
years. 

To make the story brief: we no longer 
sing that song, except on picnics and on 
social occasions. And no one asks for 
it any more. We had a few friendly 
sessions with our singing leader, and he 
was quick to see the mistake. Little by 
little the policy was changed. Such 
hymns as “When Morning Gilds the 
Skies,” “I Need Thee, Precious Saviour,” 
and “Come, Thou Almighty King,” and 
a dozen other age-old hymns were an- 
nounced. At first the singing was rather 
poor. The boys and girls thought these 
hymns “pokey” and “old-fogyish,” but 
the chorister kept right on with his new 
policy. In a few months a change could 
be noticed; they sang better. As a safe- 
guard it was decided not to ask for selec- 
tions from the school, for fear lest some 
one might ask for one that we were 
trying to eliminate. In the course of 
about six months, however, the singing 
of worship hymns had so improved that 
an occasional hymn was asked for; now 
and then a poor selection was made, but 
only occasionally. 

Today the singing of the fine old Chris- 
tian hymns is just as enthusiastic as was 
that of the rollicking songs before, but 
it.is also sacred and reverent. And now 
when the chorister asks for a selection, 
as he does every Sunday, our boys and 
girls select hymns that really deserve a 
place in a Sunday school. Now we sing 
hymns that make a contribution to the 


. spirit of worship, and to the theme of 


the lesson. 


All this talk about the selection of 
good hymns may seem overdrawn, but 
it really is far more important than may 
appear on the surface. Every single 
item of the day’s program should have 
something to contribute to the glory of 
God, to the building of a stronger faith, 
and to a deeper personal devotion. And 
singing plays such a prominent part 
that the hymns should be selected with 
great care. Such singing inspires a feel- 
ing of reverence. It creates a proper 
attitude toward what is sacred; and it 
leads the soul closer to the Throne of 
Grace. 

Norwoop, Pa. 
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Ringing Doorbells for Christ 
By Dorothy C. Haskin 


HE Little Church reared its patri- 
cian head in a squalid rooming 
house district. It had been estab- 
lished in 1896. In ail those years the 
average attendance had been thirty-two, 
including teachers, with an occasional 
special event of fifty. The pastor had 
faithfully served his tiny flock for forty 
years. Now his gallant daughter con- 


tinued with the Sunday school, There 
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was only one room, with sturdy, un- 
comfortable benches, and a limited sup- 
ply of Psalm books. The teachers all 
knew the Way of salvation, though their 
ability varied, as in any Sunday school. 
Because they really wanted to reach 
souls for Christ, it was decided to pay 
someone forty cents an hour to canvass 
the neighborhood. 

With a generous supply of tracts and 
a few Gospels I started forth. I first 
placed a tract near the mail box and 
then rang the doorbell. When the door 
opened, I said: “I’m from the Little 
Church on the corner. If you do not 
attend any other church, we would like 
to invite you to come to ours. It is 
a small church, but it is friendly. We 
try to teach nothing but Christ.” 

There were three answers. “I attend 
somewhere else.” “I have been won- 
dering where to go.” “I am too busy 
to attend church.” 

For two weeks there was. absolutely 
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no success. The streets were merely 
long rows of doorbells. I prayed, “O 
Lord, let me beyond that door, so I may 
really testify.” 


Finally, one day, I asked my usual 


question, and was asked, “Come in. Don’t 
you want a drink of water?” 

I went into a small room, heavy with 
gas fumes from the heater, Two small 
children played on the floor. The mother 
was a thin young girl. She was making 
soup of carrots, potatoes, ‘and macaroni. 
She did not remember to give me the 
water, and I had to call once more be- 
fore she came to church, but she at- 
tended the Little Church steadily for 
eighteen months before she moved away 
from the neighborhood, and she took a 
stand for Christ at one of the women’s 
meetings. 

For two years I did the visitation work. 
A rooming house district of twelve 
blocks square was covéred. Every one 

(Continued on page 944) 











Bishop Taylor Smith 


s An editorial, continued from the fourth page 

















suade the soldieny that had strayed 
thither. “It was a revelation to me to 
see the Chaplain-General with his arm 
round a poor, sin-besmirched soldier 
pointing him to Christ. There were two 
hours of horrible sights and sounds. 
Afterwards I heard that when he reached 
home he walked to the center table 
in the hall, fell on his knees, and burst 
into bitter weeping. But how he 
preached to the massed parade outside 
Cairo the next morning on Samson and 
Delilah! He went to the Coptic Patri- 
arch and said to him: “Can your Beati- 
tude not help us? Your daughters and 
my sons are dragging one another to 
hell” During the return to England 
of a troop ship every man and officer 
was ordered below decks to hear a talk 
on purity by the bishop, a clear and 
tender admonition. 

Another incident reveals how the 
Spirit supports a Spirit-filled man. He 
was invited to attend a dinner of the 
Worshipful’ Company of Carpenters, 
London. He had not been asked to 
speak and was no little disturbed when 
he was called on. He arose with a 
prayer on his lips but no speech ready. 
Then like a flash.came to. his mind the 
word “Carpenters.” He spoke of Noah 
as the first great carpenter, then of 
Christ as the Carpenter who sanctified 
labor. The carpenter, he said, was an 
*essential workman, supplying the needs 
of all right through life, from the begin- 
ning with the cradle, to the making and 
furnishing of the home, and at the end. 
the making of our coffin. Ending on a 
solemn and sacred note, he had yet de- 





And this aptness seemed to mark his 
utterances very often’ as when he 
prayed: “O Lord, uphold me that I may 
uplift thee.” “May the Lord cleanse and 
fill with the Holy Spirit, and may the 
overflow hide the vessel.” When he was 
given a blunt fruit knife at the table 
he commented, “Very like many Chris- 
tians,— stainless but useless.” And in 
the same vein: “If we are to do nothing 
until we are fit, that will be never. All 
the fitness He requireth is to feel our 
need of Him.” He himself was a rebuke 
and example to those Christians of 
whom he said: “They are like the rivers 
that flow into the Arctic, frozen at the 
mouth. Don’t let us grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God by closing our mouths 
when a word, if only a trembling word, 
spoken for the Master may be blessed 
in a measure we cannot calculate. O 
God, give my eyes to see and grace to 
seize every opportunity.” 

This prayer seems to have been an- 
swered. He who distributed two mil- 
lion copies of “Thoughtful Reading” in 
the British armies was wont to send 
choicely bound copies of the New Tes- 
tament to each of the maids in the homes 
where he had stayed, writing the name 
of the maid on the flyleaf and adding a 
short message from himself. He ever 
carried copies of the New: Testament in 
the languages of the lands in which he 
was traveling to give to new acquaint- 
ances. He was a man of prayer and 
used to say, “The best meal of the day is 


‘the early morning’ breakfast.” At the | 


War Office he always broke off busi- 
ness for prayer at noon. “The hands 
of the clock point heavenward,”. he 
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would say; “let us kneel before God.” 
On more than one occasion Lord Kitch- 
ener made his way to the Chaplain- 
General’s office to be present at that 
time, ; 

Bishop Taylor Smith is revealed in his 
biography, to those who did not know 
him, as what his biographer says of him 
in his final chapter, one full of the Holy 
Ghost, full of wisdom, full of faith, full 
of grace. Such a man makes glad the 
heart of the whole Church of God. 
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A Plan and Outline for the 
First Quarter’s Lessons 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


The following suggestions were writ- 
ten by the writer of the TrmEs regu- 
lar lesson article, “My Class of 
Girls,” with a girls’ class especially 
in’ mind. They will undoubtedly 
prove useful in other classes also, 
The colored hearts are intended to 
be used with each one of the thir- 
teen lessons during the first quarter 
this coming year. 


OPIC: “Christ Enthroned in the 
Heart.” 
Motto: “Christ Liveth in Me.” 
Scripture Verse: “That Christ may 
dwell in your hearts by faith” (Eph. 3: 
17); or, “Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against thee” 
(Psa. 119:11). 
Chorus: “Give Your Heart to Jesus,” 
or “Into My Heart.” 
Goal for the Quarter: To realize that 
the Kingdom of God is within when 
Christ is enthroned in the heart. 


Class Project: Use a series of colored * 


hearts to represent the beauties of a 

Christ-filled life. Heart colors, meaning, 

and Scripture verses: 

1. Double brown heart. “An Open 
Heart.” (Rom. 10:10.) 


2. White. “A Cleansed Heart.” (Psa. ° 


51:10.) 

3. Pink. “A Compassionate Heart.” 
(Matt. 11:29; 20:28.) 

4. Purple. “A Loyal Heart, and a Royal 
Heart.” (Isa. 65: 14a.) 

5. Silver. “A Pure Heart” (sterling sil- 
ver). (Matt. 5:8.) 

6. Black. “A Rejecter’s Heart.” (Psa. 
139: 23, 24.) 

7. Rainbow colors. “A Neighborly 
Heart.” (Eph. 4:32.) 

8. Yellow. “A Good Steward’s Heart.” 
(Matt. 6:21.) 

9. Sky blue. “A Devoted Heart.”: (1 
Pet. 3:15.) 

10. Dark blue. “A Surrendered Heart.” 
(John 14:1.) 

11. Red. “A Broken Heart,” or “God's 
Loving Heart.” (Psa. 34:18.) 

12. Green. “A Rejoicing Heart.” (Psa. 
105: 3.) 

13. Gold. “A Soul-Winner’s Heart.” (Rom. 
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LESSON 1. 


JANUARY 7. THE CHRISTIAN’S CONFESSION OF FAITH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 16: 13-28; printed text, 16:13-24 
Golden Text.—Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.—Matt. 16: 16 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Matt. .16:13-24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Matt. 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Czssarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that 
I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: 
some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it tinto 
thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 

18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven. 

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ. 

21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his dis- 
ciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and be raised again the third day. 

22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee. 

23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men. 

24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me. 
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Amourrican STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 16:13 Now when Jesus came into the parts of Ceesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Who do men say '! that 
the Son of man is? 14 And they said, Some say John the Bap- 
tist; some, Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. 
15 He saith unto them, But who say ye that I am? 16 And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Biessed art thou, Simon Bar-jonah: for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And 
I also say unto thee, that thou art 2Peter, and upon this * rock 
I will build my church; and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven; and whatsoever thou shait loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.. 20 Then charged he the disciples that they 
should tell no man that he was the Christ. 

21.From that time began ‘Jesus to show unto his disciples, 
that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third 
day be raised up. 22 And Peter took him, and began to rebuke 
him, saying, ° Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall never be unto 
thee. 23 But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: thou art a stumbling-block unto me: for thou mindest 
not the things of God, but the things of men. 24 Then said 
Jesus unto his disciples, If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 

1Many ancient authorities read that I the Son of man am. 
2Gr., Petros. *Gr., petra. *Some ancient authorities read 

Jesus Christ. ®Or, God have mercy on thee. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


E NOW come to the great turn- 
W point in Matthew’s Gospel. 

Hitherto the Lord has been deal- 
ing entirely with matters relating to 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Now for the 
first time he speaks of the Church, 
though not entirely as dissociated from 
the Kingdom, but rather as connected 
with it in the new phase it is to assume 
after his rejection and his ascension to 
Heaven.' In Peter’s great confession we 
have the sure foundation upon which 
the Church was to be kuilt. The earthly 
Kingdom, or rather the heavenly King- 
dom to be built on the earth, is to be 
founded upon the truth that Christ is 
the Son of David (2 Sam. 7:12, 13). The 
nations of the world are to share in the 
blessings of that Kingdom because 
Christ is the Son of Abraham, the Seed 
in whom all peoples shall be blessed 
(Gen. 22:18). But the Church of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is built upon the pre- 
cious fruth that he is the Son of the 
living God. 
To say that Peter is in any sense the 


rock upon which this divine edifice, 
built of living stones, rests, is to deny 
what. he himself teaches in the second 
chapter of his first. Epistle (vs. 4-7). 
Paul, too, adds his testimony that there 
can be no other foundation save Jesus 
Christ himself (1 Cor. 3:11). This is 
that foundation of the apostles and 
prophets to which he refers in Ephe- 
sians 2:20. 


The Historical Setting 

Jesus and his disciples had journeyed 
to the utmost northern border of the 
land of Palestine and were looking out, 
so to speak, upon the great Gentile 
world lying in darkness and sin. It was 
here that the-Lofd took occasion to 
give the first definite revelation of the 
Church which he was about to build. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 16:13—‘*Whom do men say that I 
the Son of man’ am?” Sreculation was 
rife as to the actual identity of Jesus, 
and whether he was only what he 
seemed to be- or possibly a reincarna- 
tion: of another.- The Lord desired to 
put his. disciples on record as to their 
apprehension of the mystery of his per- 
son (1 Tim. 3:16). 

Verse 14—“‘Some say that thou art 
...” They at once began to tell how 








the Baptist, risen from the dead, as 
Herod had thought (14:2); or Elijah, 
who was to herald “the coming of the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord” 
(Mal. 4:5, 6); or Jeremiah, who many 
supposed was to reappear and was to 
fulfill the great prophecy of Isaiah 53, 
basing this on Jeremiah 11:19 as ex- 
plaining Isaiah 53:7; or “one of the 
prophets,” possibly “that prophet” whose 
coming Moses had predicted in Deuter- 
onomy 18:18... 

Verse 15.—“But whom say ye that I 
am?” Had they learned, through ob- 
servation and the Spirit’s illumination, 
who he really was? 

Verse 16—“Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.” Peter unhesi- 
tatingly ceclared his own faith and 
doubtless spoke for all the rest, Judas 
excepted. He had discerned in the 
lowly Jesus the promised Messiah. 


Verse 17.—‘“Flesh and blood hath not 


revealed it.” Not by mere intuition, or. 


by logical reasoning had Simon Peter 
come to this conclusion. It was God 
the Father himself who had enlightened 
his understanding and revealed to him 
the truth as to the person of the Lord 
and his divine Sonship (Matt. 11:27). 



































Lesson for January 7 


Verse 18.—“I will build my church.” 
Note he does not say, “I have been 
building,” or “I am building”; but “I 
will build.” The assembly, that which 
he calls “my church,” was still in the 
future. The building of this spiritual 
temple did not begin until after he had 
ascended to Heaven and the Spirit of 
God came as the promised Comforter. 
In this house Peter was to be a living 
stone. The name given him by Jesus 
means a stone, a piece of rock. But 
on “this rock,” that is, this great truth 
just enunciated, his Church was to be 
built. Christ, not Peter, is the Founda- 
tion-Rock on which the Church is 
founded. 


Verse 19.—“The keys of the kingdom of 
heaven.” Having spoken of the Church, 
Jesus reverts to the Kingdom, whose 
course he had previously outlined in the 
parables of chapter 13. The keys of this 
Kingdom were entrusted to Peter. Note, 
he did not give Peter the keys to 
Heaven. Such a notion is the grossest 
superstition. A key is designed to open 
a.door. On Pentecost Peter opened the 


door of the Kingdom to the Jews; in - 


Cornelius’ house he opened the door to 
the Gentiles. Binding and loosing refer 
to disciplinary action in the Kingdom. 

Verse 20.—“Tell no man.” This may 
seem strange. But as it was now evi- 
dent that Israel had rejected him, it 
was not the time to proclaim his Mes- 
siahship and declare that he was the 
Christ. When he was raised from the 
dead Peter declared this truth with 
power (Acts 2:36). 

Verse 21—‘“From that time forth.” A 
new period of our Lord’s ministry had 
begun. Henceforth he stressed his re- 
jection and approaching death, to be 
followed by his resurrection.i+ 

Verse 22.—“Be it far from thee, Lord.” 
Now we have a solemn example of how 
easily one who has been divinely illu- 
minated may fall into serious error if 
acting. on merely human principles. 


Verse 23—“Get thee behind me, 
Satan.” What a poor rock Peter would 
have been on which to build the 
Church! He became unwittingly the 
mouthpiece of Satan when he advised 
Jesus against going to the cross. 

Verse. 24—“Let him deny himself.” 
The path of discipleship is one of con- 
stant self-abnegation. The Lord was pre- 
paring his followers for the responsibil- 
ities that would be theirs when his 
prophetic words concerning himself were 
fulfilled. They would be called upon 
to. ignore fleshly claims and to take up 
the cross; which meant accepting the 
place of rejection with him, and thus 
they were to follow in his steps. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is all-important that’men have a 
right understanding of the nature and 
person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Only 
as he is recognized by faith as the Son 
of the living God, co-equal with the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


(15) January 7.—The Christian’s Con- 
fession of Faith ....... Matthew 16:138-28 

(16) January 14.—The Problem of 
Forgiveness ...... Matthew 18:15 to 19:30 

(17) January 21.—A New Standard of 
Greatness .................... Matthew 20 

(18) January 28.—Jesus Dramatically 

Proclaims His Messiahship. 

Matthew 21:1-16 

. (19) February 4.—Holding Life Sacred. 

(A Principle of Temperate Living). 

Genesis 1:27-31; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 
20; 2 Corinthians 6:16 to 7:1 

. (20) February 11.—The Perils of Re- 
jecting Christ ....Matthew 21:17 to 22:14 

. (21) February 18.—Good Citizens and 
Good Neighbors .. Matthew 22:15 to 23:39 

(22) February 25.—Stewards in the 
Kingdom ............. Matthew 24 and 25 

. (23) March 3.—In the Upper Room. 
Matthew 26:1-30. 
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eternal Father, do we dare trust our 
souls to him as our Saviour. 


There is an unbridgeable gulf between 
the highest of all created beings and 
the Creator himself. The Church of 
Christ is not founded on any man, no 
matter how holy, enlightened, or devoted 
he may be. It rests securely upon the 
revelation of the truth so clearly de- 
clared by Simon Peter. And just as 
the Church is built upon this blessed 
reality, so does the salvation of each 
individual soul depend upon the fact 
that God became man in order to give 
himself a ransom for our sins. 

A Lesson QOuiline 
Jesus tHe Son or THE Livinc Gop 

The only begotten Son from Eternity 

The only begotten of the Father (John 
1:14) 

Declaring the Father (John 1:18) 

The gift of the Father (John 3:16) 

The only Saviour (John 3:18) 

The sent one of the Father (1 John 
4:9) 

Tue First BEGOTTEN IN TIME 

First born of all creation (Col. 1:15) 

The pre-eminent one (Col. 1:18) 

First begotten from the dead (Rev. 1: 
5) 

First begotten, the object of worship 
(Heb. 1:6) 

First born among many brethren 
(Rom. 8:29) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Binding and Loosing. These terms were 
used by the rabbis as synonymous with 
the exercise of authority under the law. 
Christ uses them as giving his disciples 
authority to act for him in remitting or 
retaining sins (John 20:23). When they 
proclaimed remission of sins to all who 
believed (Acts 10:43), they were loosing 
from judgment. When they declared 
that those who refused: to repent must 
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suffer srowedindiy Sney were binding 
the unbeliever’s guilt upon him (Acts 
AAW a,Heay rtyee ikce declara- 
ohs ‘béca ee Sistas de by divine 
” Sethe Midymteinth chapter (of 
Matthew), sndoio 15 to 18, these terms 
are used in connection with church dis- 
cipline, but the meaning is the same. 
Notice it was not only to. Peter but to 
all the apostles that this power was 
given. See Paul’s use of it in 1 Cor- 
inthians 5:3-5, where he binds the in- 
cestuous man’s sins upon him, and again 
in 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, where he looses 
the same man from his excommunication 

upon evidence of repentance. 


- Peter’s Fallibility. It is strange that 
anyone could teach in one breath that 
Peter was the first pope and in the next 
that the pope is infallible; for, while 
he was a most devoted and: earnest man, 
Peter blundered perhaps as badly as 
any of his brother apostles, not only 
during the days of our Lord’s humilia- 
tion, but also after his resurrection and 
ascension to Heaven. Paul tells us how 
he had to withstand him to the face 
because he was to be blamed for dis- 
simulation and the fear of man, thereby 
compromising the liberty of grace (Gal. 
2: 11-16). 


Applications and Summaries 


What answer can we give to the ques- 
tion of Jesus: “Whom say ye that I 
am?” 

What think ye of Christ, is the question 

To try both your state and your scheme; 


You cannot be right in the rest 
Unless you think rightly of Him? 


—J. Newton. 


There are no unreal professors in the 
Church that Christ builds. All have 
been regenerated by the Word and Spirit 
of God. Are we certain that we are liv- 
ing stones in this spiritual house? 

He who believes in Jesus as his per- 
sonal Saviour is loosed from his ‘sins 
(Rev. 1:5, margin); but those who ‘re- 
fuse to turn to him in repentdnce will 
be bound in their sins forever. In which 
group are we found? 

It was not Peter alone but all the dis- 
ciples who knew Jesus to be the Son of 
God (Matt. 14:33). 

To be the Son of the living God im- 
plied equality with God the Father, and 
was so understood by the Jews (John 
5:17, 18). 


We need to distinguish between what 
Jesus calls “my church,” which is the’ 
Church of the new dispensation, and 
what Stephen called “the church in the 
wilderness,” which was the congregation 
of Israel (Acts 7:38). e 

The word “church” is a translation of 
a Greek word meaning literally “a 
called-out assembly.” 

When a good man allows his judgment 
to -be warped and his tongue to be con- 
trolled by Satan, he becomes a pitiable 
spectacle. 

Curcaco. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


jj JHERE was Ceesarea Philippi? 
2. Why did Jesus question his dis- 

ciples so carefully? 

3. What did Peter’s great confession im- 
ply? 

4. What did Jesus teach regarding the 
Church he was to build? d 

5. When did Peter use the keys to open 
the Kingdom to the Jews? 

6. When did he open it to the Gentiles? 

7. What is meant by binding and loosing? 

8. Why did Jesus command them not to 
tell the people that he was th2 Christ? 

9. What did Peter’s remonstrance with 
Christ imply? 

10. What are the conditions of disciple- 
ship? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 942 of this issue. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet yg 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means tha’ ood illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 

es three full months in advance of the date 

of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


“Away with Him!’—Whom do men 
say that I the Son of man am? (Matt. 
16:13.) A correspondent of the Palestine 
Review writes: “One of the great attrac- 
tions of Palestine is that you are with 
other Jews. When you go through the 
streets on Saturday, shops are closed; 
when you go through on Sunday, they 
are open. In the bus you meet Jews; 


in the theater you sit next to Jews; in» 


the café you eat with Jews; in the hos- 
pital you are with Jews. There are the 
marvelous nights with a million stars. 
There are ghosts everywhere of Abra- 
ham and Jacob, Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
Akiba and Bar Cochba. Every step tells 
a story, — Biblical, Talmudic, Medieval, 
Modern.” But nothing of Christ! He 
is the great Forgotten One. And not 
merely forgotten. Dr. Christie writes 
in the British Weekly that “multitudes 
in Israel” are determined to blot out the 
geographical evidences of Christianity 
(in Palestine), and warnings have been 
given to “take away your dead Christ 
from our land.”—Sent by Mrs. Lizzie 
Kirby Beck, Smith’s Grove, Ky. 


Dr. Kelly’s Insignia—He saith unto 
them, But whom say ye that I am? (v. 
15.) Dr. Howard A. Kelly was in the 
habit-of wearing a button with a ques- 
tion mark on it. He has bought them 
and given them out by the hundreds. 
He uses it as a springboard for a con- 
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versation on Christ. A stranger asks, 
“What does that question mark mean, 
Dr. Kelly?” He replies, “What is the 
greatest thing in the world?” Knowing 
that they are speaking to a physician, 
some reply, “Health is the greatest 
thing.” . Others in answer to the inquiry 
say, “Money.” ‘“No,” this great scientist 
replies, “the biggest question in the 
world is: What think ye of Christ?” 
Then. he proceeds to say a few words 
for his Christ, the Great Physician. Busy 
with carrying the burdens of his patients 
in the hospital, busy with his cares as 
a physician, but never-too busy to speak 
a -word for his Lord.—From the Chris- 


tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 


Lynn, Mass. 


A Fundamental Question—Upon this 
rock I will build my church (v. 18). 
I took a cherished friend to the top of 
the Woolworth Building, at that time the 
tallest in New York City. Before he 
really knew what was happening he 
was up fifty flights and ready for seven 
other stories which would lead to the 
observation tower. I showed him the 
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Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, and the 
mighty bridges spanning. a great. river. 
We looked toward the Metropolitan 
Building, Madison Square Gardens, Times 
Building, the Bronx, and Columbia 
Heights, and never did he utter a word 
of either interest or excitement. ‘There 
seemed: to be no way to enlist his won- 
der or cause him to marvel. At last 
we turned. and came down, and then 
only did he speak. Said he, “Tucker, it 
certainly is a high building. It made 
me dizzy up there. But the thing I want 
to know is, What kind of foundation 
holds a building like that?” That’ was 
indeed a fundamental question—From 
W. Leon Tucker, D.D. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Foundation Stones.—Upon this rock I 
will build (v. 18). Every snowflake, 
every raindrop, has to start with a foun- 
dation stone. This may be literdlly:a 
microscopic piece of stone, a dust. par- 
ticle. More frequently it is a minute 
salt crystal, left in the air by the evap- 
oration of a drop of sea spray. But-:some 
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Lesson for January 7 


kind of particle, carrying an electric 
charge, is necessary as a nucleus on 
which atmospheric water vapor can start 
its condensation process—From_ the 
Rome Sentinel. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


Niemoeller’s Sons—If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me 
(v. 24). Then, and only then, will others 
be constrained to follow and serve. A 
while ago the three eldest of the five 
Niemoeller boys came to their mother. 
When she smilingly inquired the mean- 
ing of the delegation, their elected 
spokesman said: “Mother, the three of 
us have decided to go into the Christian 
ministry, we admire Father so much.” 
—From the Presbyterian. Sent by the 
Rev. Fred H. Wilson, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


The Difference—The living God 
(Golden Text). When in South Africa 
I heard a colored Christian give an ad- 
dress. This is an illustration he used: 
“When a heathen is dying, the witch 
doctors put into his hand a dead bone 
as a passport into the world beyond. But 
we do not grasp a dead bone as we pass 
through the veil. We grasp the hand 
of the living Lord.”—From the Rev. H. 
Lees. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 

ve 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Looking unto 
thee, O Lord, the author and finisher of our 
faith, we would confess today that our faith 
indeed rests in thee, the Christ, the Son of 
the living God. We have no claim to merit, 
no freedom from the sin burden, excepting 
as thou dost give unto us the righteousness 
which thou hast for those wifo believe in 
thyself, and the freedom conferred upon those 
who faithfully follow thee,—the freedom of 
soul from the bondage of sin. We hear to- 
day the voice from Heaven saying, ‘‘This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
We would not be deaf to that voice. May 
our faith not be a formal, cold acceptance of 
fact, but a living, vital trust in thee. May 
this be joyously true of us today. In the 
name of the Lord, whom we love and confess. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson—Do you feel that 
it doesn’t make muck difference what 
we think of Jesus Christ, our Lord? You 
know there are folks who are very ready 
to say that he was a great teacher, the 
greatest of all, but they are not quite 
willing to say as much as Peter said. 
We have all had plenty of opportunity 
to know about the Lord Jesus. What 
we think of him does matter tremen- 
dously, for if we do not see him as 
the only begotten Son of the Father, we 
do not see him as he is. It took the 
disciples a long time to understand him, 
even though they followed him. He had 
trouble to convince them of the truth 
about himself. He even spoke to them 
so sorrowfully once, when he said, “How 
is it that ye have no faith?” It was not 
whether they had much faith, but he 
was troubled because they seemed to 
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have no faith just then. How is it with 
you? Are you able to answer that you 
believe he is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God? Let those among us who 
have not accepted him as Saviour and 
Lord think very carefully today about 
what it means to hold back from him, 
and how gracious and loving he is when 
we freely confess him in our heart of 
hearts, and before others. Let us pray. 





PETER Cire 
DO I> 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


One Answer.—Whom say ye that I am? 
(Matt. 16:15.) This seems like a very 
simple, not to say trite, question, but 
a man’s whole life and destiny can de- 
pend upon his sincere answer to that 
question. When you can truly give 
Peter’s answer to that question your 
life is likely to take on the petrine color. 
I can illustrate by reciting once again 
a little personal history. 

When I was in college I was the sort 
of boy that was often the “unfinished 
business” of the faculty. A former presi- 
dent of the college said to me one day, 
when we were celebrating the 100th 
birthday of Dr. Joseph Leidy, a former 
teacher, , 

“William, when thee was in college the 
faculty often wondered how thee would 
turn out in after life.” 

“T reckon the faculty expected me to 
wind up in jail or on the end of a rope,” 
I laughed. 

“No, William, not as bad as that, but 
we surely would never have picked thee 
out for a church and Sunday school 
man.” 

“Well, Doctor, what’s the moral?” 

“William, thee state it.” 

“Never make the mistake of despair- 
ing of a toy.” 

You see it was this way: I began, 
after I got out into the world, to make 
the acquaintance of the Lord Jesus as 
I met him now and then in people, and 
read about him in his Book. 

Note, please, I met the Lord Jesus in 
people. That is to say, I found the real 
people I knew, the people I honored and 
respected, the happy, successful people 
were those who believed in the Lord, 
and accepted him as their Saviour, to 
wit, — Christians. 

Then one day I could answer the ques- 
tion, “Whom I am.” “You are the Son 
of God, my Lord Jesus Christ.” What 
a change in me! I at once took a 
job with my new Master with the cry 
in my heart and on my lips, “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord ... and I am for thy 
pleasure” (Rey. 4:11). 

And here I am for a third of a century 
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right in this little Corner with all you 
Cornercopias. Yes, your life depends 
on your answer. 


Making It Clear.—Whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven (v. 19). Years ago in my pin- 
feather, argufying days, before I had 
answered our Lord’s question, I got into 
a discussion of this text with the parish 
priest. 

“Do you mean to tell me, Father Mc- 
Cracken, that you can forgive sins or 
not, as you like, put a person in Heaven 
or keep him out, and as a sinner your- 
self (who is a human), be another 
Christ.” 

“No, not as a human,” said the priest, 
“but as one of Christ’s disciples, and a 
successor of the Twelve.” 

I ridiculed the idea, and we argued 
on—and like all such controversies, 
wasted our energies in talk. 

When I came into a fuller knowledge 
of the Book I found there in a sense 
(not the Roman Catholic one) where 
the things we do here as disciples of 
the Lord Jesus are okayed (bound) in 
Heaven. “Your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). 

I have told many and many a penitent 
one, on the word of the Lord Jesus, 
that if they will believe, God will par- 
don. We all have heard preacher after 
preacher promise, by the authority of 
God, that he who accepts Jesus as Sav- 
iour acquires (inherits) eternal life 
(John 4:14; 1 John 2:25). 

Indeed, this runs all through our busi- 
ness and social life. The other day I 
got a Ford car. I called my insurance 
man and told him I did not want that 
car on the road without insurance on it. 
“Take it out when you like,” replied 
the insurance man, “I will bind it.” 

Now Willard Stern, the agent, was not 
Benjamin Rush, the president of the 
Insurance Company of North America 
in the big towering office building on 
the Parkway. Willard is just one of our 
plain, plug, good citizens. But Willard 
stands for the company because he is 
an accredited representative. 

But wait a minute! If something hap- 
pens with my Ford, Willard, the agent, 
doesn’t adjust my loss. This is all done 
at the big building on the Philadelphia 
Parkway where Mr. Benjamin Rush sits 
on the “throne.” (2 Cor. 5:10.) 


Our Great Enemy.—Get thee behind 
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me 
(v. 23). The striking and comforting 
and arresting thing about this incident 
is that the Lord hit the Devil himself 
and not the man. That is to say, it is 
the Devil in us to which Jesus would 
give the knockout, and not us ourselves, 
the poor victims. Heaven has nothing 
but love to us as man, but God hates 
that Devil which gets into the man and 
woman and “does ’em dirt,” as I heard 
one fellow say. (John 3:16; Luke 22: 
31.) 

Awhile ago T'told about the Pennsyl- 
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vany Dutch farmer boy at the Hershey 
“sit down” strike. The plug-ugly out- 
sider from Harrisburg slapped the young 
Amish farmer on the cheek. The sur- 
prised farmer boy said, “My religion 
teaches me that when smitten on one 
cheek I should turn the other.” With 
that the Harrisburg bully, presuming on 
the non-resistant reputation of the “plain 
people,” gave the young fellow a harder 
smack, and with a sneer cried, “Now, 
Dutchy, what are ya goin’ to do about 
it?”. Instantly “Dutchy” was out of his 
little short jacket, and smilingly and 
softly said, “I am going to knock some 
of that that’s in thee, out of thee!” 
Which he proceeded to do. “Dutchy” 
had beep developed chopping wood and 
pitching’ hay. Harrisburg Bully, the 
pool room loafer, was just “pie” to the 
young athlete from the farm. 

The Devil seems never to have let up 
on his pursuit of Peter. Wanted to put 
him through the threshing process. “Sift 
you as wheat.” That fireside chat with 
the rooster obligato! (Mark 14: 66-72.) 

If Satan never abandoned his pursuit 
of Peter, what makes you think he will 
let you alone? There was only one safe 
place for Peter, and there is only one 
safe place for you and me and all of us. 
They led a poor fellow to the electric 
chair the other day. He said, “I don’t 
know why I killed him. I had nothing 
against him.” But I know why the man 
killed his victim. The murderer had 
been playing around with the Devil, and 
old Devil once in him was the killer. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





‘How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Rock Foundation. 
Discussion: Frankly, what are the dif- 

ficulties or conditions that hinder a 

Christian from giving his testimony to 

the saving and keeping power of Jesus? 
Objective: ““Ye shall be witnesses unto 

me” (Acts 1:8). 











AY, fellows, you will always see a 

crowd gathered where excavations 
are being made and concrete is being 
poured for the foundation of a big 
building, if the work is going on where 
people are passing. There is something 
especially interesting about it, appar- 
ently. I saw a crowd like that where 
men and hoist-engines and derricks were 
making a deep foundation for a large 


church building. They had- gone away: 


down in the earth to the underlying 
rock; they had constructed wooden box- 
ing into which they were pouring the 
concrete. Ata certain height they would 
begin-to lay the walls of stone and steel 
on thé concrete. Judging from the solid 
manner in which they are laying that 
foundation the building’ will be a mas- 
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sive one and calculated to be very per- 
manent, 

The designers and builders and sup- 
porters’ of that church doubtless expect 
it to make a profound impression on the 
world. It will be a very beautiful struc- 
ture. It will have expensive stained 
windows and two exquisitely beautiful 
rose windows. It will be most elabo- 
rately and ornately furnished, and its 
chimes will be heard across the city. 
It will have a marvelous choir, and 
when the great organ peals forth, the 
worshipers will draw in their breath. 
Yet with all that the beautiful church 
might be nothing like the one which 
the Lord said he would build “on this 

rock,” because the “#@ck” the spoke of 
is not stone, or any of the fine and ex- 
pensive materials that “can go into 
church building, nor any. of the artistic 
things in its services that delight the 
eye and the ear. 

The rock on which the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is built‘is an in- 
visible thing—a spiritual thing. It is 
a testimony. And it is a certain and 
very special kind of testimony. It is a 
testimony that gives Jesus Christ the 
pre-eminence, and proclaims him as the 
Messiah of Old Testament prophecy and 
the Saviour of the world. 

Fellows, God’s Word teaches that you 
are the temple of the Holy Spirit. Did 
you know that? It is an amazing thing 
to know, but the Word is very definite 
about it. “Know ye not,” says Paul in 
First Corinthians 3:16, “that ye are the 
temple of God, and that the Spirit of 
God dwelleth in you?” He was writ- 
ing to Christians—believers on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Are you a Chris- 
tian? Have you accepied Jesus Christ 
as your Saviour, and are you trying, in 
his strength, to live a clean, loyal life 
for him? Remember, you must be clean; 
for Paul goes on to say in the next 
verse, “If any man defile the temple of 
God, him shall God destroy; for the 
temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are.” 

So you are the Church! And when 
you, in the cleanliness of your blood- 
bought life, tell another that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God who died on 
Calvary to save the sinner, you are the 
rock of the testimiony, and you are more 
effective as the Churcn of Jesus Christ 
than the finest cathedral in the world, 
which fails to deliver that message. 


ToRoNTO, ONT., CAN. 


we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 940) 

1. In the northern part of the land in the 
district of Iturea 

2. To test thelr apprehension Uf the truth 
as to himself 

 ekah ne Maine. a) asks a Haak 
4. It was to be founded on the truth of 
his divine Sonship and triumph over ail 
the powers of evil. 
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5. On the day of Pentecost. 
6. In the household of Cornelius. 
7. Retaining and remitting sins. 


8. Because he foresaw his rejection and 
crucifixion, which must take place before 
he was to be glorified. 


9. That he did not yet understand the 
work Jesus came to do. 


10. Self-abnegation and identification, with 
Christ in his rejection by the world. 
v 


CHRISTIAN YouTH is THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot TIMES paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Lesson for Jianeiey 7 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to a victorious 
testimony that Jesus is the Christ. 

Activity.—1. The class might like to 
make a chart of the remainder of the Gos- 
pel of Matthew (as they did for the first 
part during the last quarter) showing 
characteristics of the King, the heavenly 
Kingdom, and the citizens. Or research 
may be continued during the individual 
daily Quiet Hour and used for reports 
on Review Sunday. 

2. With this lesson, the King, rejected 
by the Jews, asks for a personal heart 
response from his disciples. During the 
quarter we shall make a specific study of 
the “Kingdom of God within Our Hearts.” 

3. Prepare a series of hearts, but use 
only one each Sunday of the quarter as 
suggested below. The numbered para- 
graphs below refer to the lessons of this 
course. (See article on page 937 of this 
issue. Teachers may wish to clip and keep 
for reference during this quarter.) Make 
a. pattern of heavy typewriter-size paper, 
cutting it smaller for each succeeding 
‘heart. Colors, which should blend well, 
and Scripture verses will illustrate vari- 
ous phases, as the course grows, of a 
Christ-filled life. 

(1) A double heart, cut from brown 
paper (store paper will do), open in front 
like doors. (Rom. 10:10.) ; 

(2) A single white heart, same size as 
double heart, and to be pasted inside. 
(Psa. 51:10.) 

(3) A» pink heart, cut smaller so that 
it may be pasted on white heart with a 
border of white remaining. Leave a sim- 
ilar border ‘each time. (Matt. 11:29; 20:28.) 

(4) A smaller purple heart. (Isa. 65:14a.) 

(5) A silver heart. Use tinfoil. (Matt. 
5:8.) 

(6) A black heart, size of original white 
one. (Psa. 139:23.) 

(7) A rainbow heart to be pasted on the 
silver one, with a border of silver remain- 
ing. (Col. 3:22.) 

(8) A smaller yellow heart. (Matt. 6:21.) 

(9) A sky-blue heart. (1 Pet. 3:15.) 

(10) A dark blue heart. (JohfA 14:1.) 

(11) A red heart. (Psa. 34:18.) 

(12) A harmonizing green heart. (Psa. 
105:3.) 

(13) A small gold heart to be pasted in 
the center, with borders of each former 
heart showing around it. (Rom. 10:1.) 

Meaning of colors and further details 
‘will be given in following lessons. 

Memory Verse.—‘Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?” (1 John 
5:5.) 


IRLS, what are you thinking? Have 

you ever taken inventory of your 
thoughts? This is a day for question- 
naires, cross-word puzzles, intelligence 
tests. “Information, please,” is the com- 
mon watchword. What problems puzzle 
you? What topics absorb your interests? 
Have you given these thoughts a Chris- 
tian interpretation? If so, how? If not, 
why? 

This morning we are going to be busy 
considering Christ’s inventory of the 
minds of his disciples, so you may put 
your problem questions in your note- 
books for private study, or consult with 
some one who will advise you wisely 
about each. 

Turn to Matthew 16:13-24. In verse 
13 we find the setting: Czsarea Philippi, 
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a location to be remembered; the char- 
acters: Jesus and his disciplés; and the 
leading thought: “Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am?” What was 
public opinion about the Lord Jesus in 
A. D. 29? Compare this with public 
opinion about him today. “The world” 
has not yet recognized the Saviour. 

“But whom say ye that I am?” He 
asks not for your neighbor’s opinion, nor 
for that of your church, your parents, 
your girl chums, or your boy friends, 
but for your own confession of faith in 
him. Sunday after Sunday you come 
here for these lessons about Christ, but 
have you ever let him make a difference 
in your life? 

Peter expressed a fact. He did not 
say, “Perhaps you are the Christ,” or, 
“I hope you are the Christ,” or, “I think 
you are the Christ.” He said, regard- 
ing this Man who had become his 
Friend: “Thou art the Christ.” Imme- 
diately the Lord Jesus said, “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it... but my 
Father.” The fact that Jesus was the 
Christ did not originate in Peter’s think- 
ing. It had been true throughout eter- 
nity, and had been declared in Old Tes- 
tament days. Peter had, just at that 
moment, opened his heart to admit the 
truth. Faith in the deity of his Com- 
panion was the key that unlocked the 
glories of Heaven to Peter, and that 
will unlock the Kingdom to all who use 
the key. Learn and practice Romans 
10: 10. 

Faith is a heart affair, and today, if 
you have not admitted him before, Christ 
stands at the door of your heart, asking 
you to invite him to enter. (Show the 
heart with doors.) Notice this brown, 
earthy color.. Your natural heart, your 
personality, is very earthy and ordinary, 
but the Lord Jesus can fill it with all 
the beauty of himself. Before this can 
take place we must “know whom we 
have believed.” Repeat the Memory 
Verse, and during this coming week 
please listen to God speak to you 
through 1 John, chapter 5, which tells 
of the witness within the heart that 
Jesus is the Son of God. 

Here are further facts in our lesson: 
1. Christ carefully prepares us for ef- 
fective service before he starts us in 
business for himself (v. 20). 2. The 
Christ whom we enthrone in our hearts 
is the One who suffered and died be- 
cause he loved us; yet who was victori- 
ous over death, and is now stationed be- 
side the heavenly Father as our repre- 
sentative (v. 21). 3. Individuals and 
churches that set up personal opinions 
about Calvary to suit their meager men- 
tal grasp are “an offence”; for they un- 
derstand “not the things that be of God, 
but those that be of men” (vs. 22, 23). 
4. Those crossbeams on Golgotha became 
your cross and mine, and we should real- 
ize with Paul: “I am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live,” and “I die 
daily.” Cross out self. Exalt Christ 
(v. 24). 
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What can Christ do with a girl’s heart? 
Throughout these lessons we hope to 
learn the answer. Here are some things 
to do: 

1. Make a class wall motto: “Curist 
LIvETH IN ME.” 

2. Select a class verse for this quar- 
ter (Eph. 3:17a or Psa. 119:11). 

3. Choose a class chorus, such as: 
“Give Your Heart to Jesus,” or “Into 
My Heart.” 

4. Write a paper: “What Christ Means 
to Me.” 

Next week we shall observe the first 
essential of a Christ-filled life: “The 
Problem of Forgiveness.” Learn Luke 
6: 37. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Another opportunity to use your Scrip- 
turegraph Board. Cut out letters from 
white cardboard, back with flannelette, 
to spell out the Golden Text. 











HE last few weeks we have had a 

number of talks the Lord Jesus had 
with his disciples, as they walked from 
one town to another, or rested by the 
seashore or in the mountains. Today 
we have another lesson, a talk which 
took place near where Christ fed the 
five thousand with the little boy’s lunch, 
five small loaves and two small fishes. 

After that wonderful miracle, Christ 
asked his disciples who men thought he 
was. They told him that some people 
thought he was John the Baptist raised 
from the dead, others thought he was 
Elijah come back to earth, and still 
others believed he was Jeremiah or 
one of the other prophets. 

Then Jesus asked them a straight 
question, “But whom say ye that I am?” 

And Peter answered. Have you 
noticed how many times Peter speaks 
out first, or answers for all the disciples? 
Peter was quick and earnest, and spoke 
sometimes before he had time to think, 
but this time Peter’s answer was the 
right answer, the one every person 
should give. It is our Golden Text, and 
I am going to put it on the board, and 
then we'll all say it together. 

It is the right answer to the most 
important question in the world, “What 
do you think of Jesus Christ?” . Your 
answer will make all the difference be- 
tween Heaven and*hell. 

Some people today say Jesus was a 
great teacher, some call him a great 
example, and some call him the perfect 
man. Some of the Jews said he was a 
great prophet. But all these people fail 
to say the most important thing — that 
Jesus is the Son of the living God. Some 
people say that Jesus is the Son of God 
just as we are all the children of God. 
This is not true. Jesus Christ is the 
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second Person of the Trinity, the Son 
of God and God the Son. Jesus Christ 
has always been God’s Son, but we are 
God’s children only when we believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour 
and Redeemer, because God lets us be- 
come his children, but no other people 
are children of God except those that 
believe. 

I hope every one of you are going 
to make Peter’s answer your own today, 
and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
forever and ever. 

I think it would be a good thing for 
us to print the Golden Text on our 
cards and take it home with us to show 
our mother and daddy. 


Mopesto, CA.ir. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











January 14, 2. What It means to Strive to Do 
His Will. Gal. 6:6-10. 


Sunday, January 7 


1, What It Means to Trust in Christ for 
Strength (Psa. 2:12; 2 Tim. 2:1-7) 





Mon.—A weak disciple strengthened (John 
’ 21:15-17; Acts 4:8-13). 

Tues.—Strength in weakness (2 Cor. 12: 
7-10). 

Wed.—Trust for direction (Prov. 3:5-8). 

Thurs.—For weakness, strength (Isa. 40: 
28-31). 

Fri.—Source of strength (Heb. 4:14-16). 

Sat.—Strength in Christ (Phil. 4:13). ‘ 











OR the first five weeks of the new 

year,. we are to consider in our young 
people’s prayer meeting certain Chris- 
tian principles expressed in the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Pledge. It is of vital 
importance in taking any pledge to un- 
derstand definitely what we are pledg- 
ing, and certainly we cannot keep suc- 
cessfully any pledge that we do not 
understand. 

What is promised in the “Pledge,” or, 
as Dr. Francis E. Clark preferred to call 
it, the “Covenant,” will be considered 
in later meetings. This week we are 
to think about the opening words of the 
Pledge, “Trusting in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for strength.” 

se 

In the physical réalm, we recognize 
two principal kinds of strength. We 
are familiar with the muscular strength 
required to do a definite task. It in- 
cludes the. strength that is needed to 
make a sudden onslaught as upon the 
football field, and also that power to 
endure’ fer’ long periods which we find 
in the cross-country runner. ae 

Then we also speak of physical 
strength as a ‘quality of resistance to 
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disease, as shown in the ability of an 
individual to keep well in the midst of 
an epidemic of colds, or influenza, or 
pneumonia, and that inner strength that 
enables one, when stricken, to fight off 
and conquer one of these diseases. 

$e 

Just so in the spiritual realm, we 
may think of strength as that quality 
needed for making spiritual progress 
and also as the ability to withstand at- 
tack. As we shall see when we take 
up those things definitely promised in 
the Christian Endeavor Covenant, both 
types of strength are implied in these 
opening words of the Pledge. 

$e 

Now notice that, when uttered 
thoughtfully, these opening words are 
an acknowledgment of one’s own lack 
of and need for strength. This is at 
once healthy and Scriptural. We know 
that, in the physical realm, none are so 
difficult to help as those who do not 
know and acknowledge their weakness. 
God’s Word shows us that this is like- 
wise true in the spiritual realm. 

God says to us just as he did to Paul, 
“My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9). The Lord Jesus 
said, you will remember, “Except ye 
be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matt. 18:3). It is not that 
God glorifies weakness. He wants us 
to be strong. But he wants us to de- 
pend, not upon our own faulty and fool- 
ish strength, but upon the real strength 
which he alone can supply. He wants 
us, like little children, to recognize our 
own weakness and to depend upon his 
limitless power and strength, until like 
Paul we can say, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13). God will spare us from 
the humiliation and discouragements of 
failure if we will but first humble our- 
selves and trust him. 


4 

In the realm of spiritual strength that 
makes for resistance against the on- 
slaughts of temptation and evil, God’s 
Word shows us that the great reason 
why we need his strength here is ‘that 
we “wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against pow- 
ers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wicked- 


ness in high places” (Eph. 6:12). Young’ 


people sometimes get the idea that, when 
they accept Christ, somehow they are 
going to be fixed up in such a way 
that temptation will have no more ap- 
peal, and that living the Christian life 
will be one joyous, rosy path. 

God’s Word does not say so. It tells 
us that Satan is a foe to be reckoned 
with and that he is stronger than we 
can ever hope to be of ourselves in this 
life. We need all the strength of Christ 
to.stand against him and against the 
insidious means that he employs to dre¢ 
us from our Christian walk. God has 
supplied the whole armor, every piece 
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of which points to the Lord Jesus him- 
self, to enable us to stand against our 
Enemy. It is ours for the taking, — that 
simple trust: that reaches out and appro- 
priates what God has provided for us. 
ve 
Hence, when we take the Christian 
Endeavor Pledge, we recognize our need 
of strength, we acknowledge that Christ 
has the strength, and we tell God and 
others that we are willing to accept and 
reckon upon that strength to do what 
we are covenanting with him to do. He 
it is who works in us both the willing 
and the doing of his good pleasure’ (Phil. 
2:13). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
w 


Ringing Doorbells for Christ 
(Continued from page 936) 


received a tract, those that were at home 
an invitation to church, and those that 
were interested a Gospel of John. The 
time came when I had friends on every 
block. I would ring so many doorbells 
and then I would come to the house 
of a member or inquirer, where I would 
call for a short while to let them know we 
were still interested. There was the girl 
torn with anguish, whose husband had 
been shot in a holdup two nights before. 
There was the woman whose sister had 
married into an alien race. There were 
several mothers whose teen-age children 
were constant problems. There were 
wives whose husbands drank. There were 
layettes given, at least a ton of used 
clothes distributed, and some food. 
There were questions to answer, and 
hearts to be comforted. Meanwhile a 
young people’s society was formed, and 
a club for Juniors, with the average at- 
tendance rising to between 100 and 110. 

One day I saw three boys: playing on 
the street. I stopped them, by asking, 
“Do you attend any Sunday school?” 

“Nope.” 

“Can you? Shall I ask your mother? 
Where does she live?” 

“Up here,” and they led me up a back 
flight of rickety stairs. I explained my 
mission to the mother. “They certainly 
can, and I will also. I’ve often said 
if there was a little church in this big 
city I'd go and send my boys.” 

They came several Sundays. One 
week she was missing from the women’s 
midweek prayer meeting. I went to her 
home. The boys said she was next door. 
I followed her there. 

She greeted me. “I didn’t come today 
because this woman asked me to mind 
her baby while she went to visit her 
husband at the hospital. It was a good 
deed, so I thought I’d better do it. Sit 
down, won’t you? I want to ask you 
something. I’d like to be a Christian, 
and I don’t know how to be. I’ve been 
trying hard. I’ve not said a cross word 
to my husband for two weeks, and last 
night I memorized the Ten Command- 
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ments. Is there anything else I should 
do?” 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” I had the privilege 
of leading her to Christ, and seeing 
her baptized with two children, one teen- 
age boy, and a woman 58 years old, all 
of whom had accepted Christ as their 
Saviour for the first time. 

There is no fuller ministry than ring- 
ing doorbells for Christ. “Compel them 
to come in.” There are hungry hearts 
waiting for a word, but not knowing 
where to go. Go to them, and go again. 
The first invitation brings a few. The 
second invitation shows a real interest. 
The doorbells of heathen America await 
your ring. 

Hotiywoop, Catir. 





[ Children at Home 


God Takes Care of a Vinegar Jar 


Founded on fact 
By Laura C. Trachsel 


LEAR and cold was the morning as 

it settled down to stay in Mrs. Liu’s 
Chinese courtyard. The little widow, 
Mrs. Liu, was busy sweeping the court- 
yard with the common short-handled 
broom used in China. Mrs. Wang, a near 
neighbor, pushed the gate open and 
cheerily gave the usual salutation, “Have 
you eaten?” Mrs. Liu took time to 
straighten her aching back to reply just 
as cheerfully, “Yes, eaten a bit.” And 
then the two sat on a rude bench in 
the sun chatting as only neighbors can. 
Both were widows and both éarned their 
deily bread by selling vinegar. If you 
had peeped in the gate and looked at 
them you would have thought, “Why, 
they are just alike: the same padded 
trousers and jackets, the same kind of 
headdress, and looking so much alike!” 
But the hearts of the two were very 
different. Mrs. Liu had accepted Christ 
as her Saviour and was a Christian. 
Mrs. Wang’s heart was still in darkness, 
for she was heathen. 

They sat talking about the village 
doings: how. Mrs. Chang’s new son and 
only heir was growing up, how Village 
Elder Li’s death had been so sudden, how 
pretty the new bride of the village 
had looked in her bridal clothes. Then 
in lowered tones they discussed rumors 
they had heard concerning the war, the 
robbers, and the soldiers with their 
looting.. As they sat thus, a man’s head 
was thrust in the door; a hoarse, low 
voice spoke, “Soldiers coming. Flee to 
the country villages. There is no time 
to lose.” The clear, cold morning in 
the courtyard suddenly seemed to change 
to an ugly, menacing glare affording no 
shelter from pitiless searching and cruel 
robbing. 
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Clothes, quilts, bowls, chopsticks 
meant nothing compared to their lives, 
so the two widows did not stop to pick 
up anything, but hurried as fast as lit- 
tle bound feet could carry them to a 
village a mile away. “Run, run, hide, 
hide,” was all they could think — these 
two so alike and yet so different on the 
inside — for although both were hobbling 
like mad, and while both were going to 
hide, one heart was going up, up to 
God in prayer, and one heart was going 
down, down in fear and despair. When 
they were safe inside the mud wall 
around the village, they went separate 
ways to the homes of friends. In the 
home that befriended Mrs. Liu all were 
idle and fearful lest the soldiers might 
come that way. The old mother had 
ordered the spinning wheel to stop and 
was sitting on the brick bed holding 
her youngest grandchild. Even the men 
did not want to leave the house, and 
sinoking his long-stemmed pipe had no 
charms for the old grandfather of the 
home. Mrs. Liu crawled up onto the 
brick bed by her old friend, the vener- 
able mother of the home. She did not 
want to talk. What was there to say? 
Soldiers were soldiers, they always 
looted and destroyed wherever they 
went. But she could pray anyway, for 
Mrs. Liu was sure her God was living 
even though right there in that room 
were ugly paper gods pasted up on the 
walls. She used to worship paper gods, 
but when the “Jesus doctrine” reached 
her heart she tore them all down. 

So she set herself to pray, “Oh, living 
God, I implore thee to save my humble 
dwelling, and my dishes, and my pre- 
cious fuel behind the door, and my pad- 
ded quilts which I’ve just fixed with 
new cotton inside, and oh, Father, most 
of all the big earthenware jar of vine- 
gar. That means millet, steamed bread, 
a bit of meat dumpling—food. Yes, 
Lord, the jar of vinegar is precious, 
so needed for me to ‘pass the days’ [make 
a living]. Thy will be done, O Lord.” 

Several days dawned and darkened 
over the village and over Mrs. Liu, un- 
til at last a voice again was at the gate 
whispering, “You can go home now; 
the soldiers are gone.” Cautiously, with 
leaden hearts and equally leaden feet,.the 
dispossessed people returned. Mrs. Liu 
and Mrs. Wang trudged along together, 
each thinking of what might be await- 
ing her—‘“the vinegar barrel in “my 
home and in her home, what of that?” 
— was in their thoughts. 

The old worn gate in sight, Mrs. Liu 
opened it and walked into a clean and 
undisturbed courtyard. Rubbing her 
eyes in surprise she hurried across the 
square of hard-packed earth to the 
south-facing door. What would greet 
her eyes? Wonder of wonders, her quilts 
were still on the bed! Her dishes in 
place! “Why, some one has been here 
but even the kettle is washed and put 
back into nlace,” she murmured, But 
what of the vinegar? Hurrying to. 34 
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darkest corner of her hut she found 
it erect and full, just as she had left ‘it. 
“Tsan mei chu [praise the Lord],” was 
all she could say over and over. Her 
prayers had been answered by the one 
true God. 

But what of Mrs. Wang, the heathen 
woman? She walked into a room lit- 
tered with broken dishes and chairs. Her 
bedding had been taken, and there was 
only ruin in her home. Worst of all, 
her precious jar of vinegar had been 
poured onto the floor and the jar broken 
to bits. She could lift her eyes to the 
Kitchen god on the wall above her stove, 
but she could see that he had done 
nothing for her in her hour of need. 
Her future was indeed black as she 
faced the winter without furnishings 
for her home or means of livelihood. 

God does not always deliver the right- 
eous in such a marked way, putting a 
difference between the Christian and 
the heathen, but this time Mrs. Liu as 
well as her neighbors saw that she wor- 
shiped the living God, who not only 
saves people in danger but also can 
save a vinegar jar for one of his needy 
children. 


TIENTSIN, CHINA. 
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When Christian Tracts Are 
Attractively Printed 


YEAR and a half ago a gifted young 

Christian printer felt led to under- 
take what was to be an about-face in 
the printing of tracts and Christian liter- 
ature. Instead of emphasizing quantity 
at the expense of quality he decided to 
put into print the very finest product 
that his skill as an artisan printer could 
produce. He organized the Good News 
Publishing Company, and began to work 
in the evenings when he was free from 
regular employment. Using only the 
brightest, most attractive two-color com- 
binations, he is now issuing a new type 
of literature in this needy field. 

A Christian businessman who is the 
head of an advertising firm wrote: 

As an advertising man and one who had a 
great deal to do with the production of 
printed matter over a long period of years, I 
am naturally appreciative of typography and 
good printing. It has been a long trial to 
me to see the way in which the most im- 
portant cf all messages has been turned out 
—poor paper, antedeluvian, broken type, 
bad press work, no typography. 

And now you come along, and for the 
first time, as far as I know, the Message 
of Life is being printed with all the attrac- 
tiveness that skill and artistry make pos- 
sible. Indeed, I feel sure that in your case 
the tables have been turned, and it may 
well be possible that the businessman may 
copy these little typographical masterpieces 
for the promotion of worldly things. 


Many people who have been discour- 
aged in their search for truly appealing 
tracts are writing letters of gratefulness 
to “Good News” for their service in 
-printing material that is easy to dis- 
tribute. Wendell P. Loveless, head of 
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the Radio Department of the Moody 
Bible Institute, said of “Good News”: 
“I praise God for the marvelous minis- 
try he has given you in the publication 
of your splendid Gospel tracts. In our 
travels this summer we have been dis- 
tributing a great many of them, and it 
has been a great joy to nand them to 
people with the consciousness. that they 
are so attractively prepared that one 
need not be ashamed of their appear- 
ance.” 

With all the beauty and modernity of 
“Good News” literature, there has been 
no sacrifice of the old-fashioned truths 
of the Gospel story. The Lord Jesus in 
all his glory is the central theme of 
every publication. The address of the 
Good News Publishing Company is Box 
392, Minneapolis, Minn. ~" 





| With the New Books 


' Francisco F. Soren. By L. M. Bratcher. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn., 
$1.25.) Dr. Soren, the late pastor of the 
First Baptist Church of Rio de Janeiro, 
came out of Romanism and had been 
at the time of his conversion a success- 
ful businessman. One night he passed 
a house where there was singing, and 
entered. The speaker was addressing 
the gathering from John 3:36, “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life.” The words went to 
his heart. He learned that they came 
from the Bible and, procuring a Cath- 
olic edition in several volumes and full 
of annotations, he started in Genesis in 
the hope of finding the text heard at the 
meeting. When he reached Exodus 20 he 
met a passage that shook the very foun- 
dation of his Roman Catholic belief, 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of any- 
thing that is in heaven above, or that 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth. Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them.” 

He went to his old priest and was ad- 
vised to forget it. “These things be- 
longed to the clergy, not to the rank and 
file.” So he ventured to call on Dr. 
Bagby, the Baptist missionary whom he 
had heard preach. Present also’'was Mr. 
Irving, representative of the Leverings 
of Baltimore in Brazilian coffee, a man 
Mr. Soren knew in the business world. 
When lunch time came he watched Mr. 
Irving and ate only the food he took, for 
he feared poisoning by these evangel- 
icals. The way of life was expounded 
to him and then he was asked to kneel 
in prayer to the Saviour. Until then 
prayer meant nothing but intefminable 
“aves” and “paternosters.”. For the first 
‘time he now called on the Saviour for 
salvation and the call was answered. 
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His old mother was infuriated. But 
patient instruction won her also. After 
his baptism in January, 1891, Mr. Soren 
sought instruction from both Baptist; and 
Presbyterian missionaries for training as 
a lay preacher, Finally he gave-up his 
promising business career and came. to 
Louisville for more systematic training. 
Returning to Brazil he was chosen pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of Rio de 
Janeiro. At the time of his death the 
membership was 575, but that -does 
not tell the story. Ten other Baptist 
churches were organized from the First 
Church in other Brazilian towns; eight 
of his converts became pastors, and eight 
more received their Christian training 
in his church. The contributions in- 
creased sixteenfold during his ministry. 

Dr. Soren was the first president of 
the Brazilian Baptist Missionary Society, 
one chief aim of which is to evangelize 
Brazilian Indians. He led in the found- 
ing of the Baptist College, the School for 
Girls, and the Theological Seminary. in 
Rio. His first church building was oppo- 
site a beer garden with a brass. band 
and close by a Catholic church, the bells 
of which annoyed the poor preacher 
every Sunday morning until noon. After 
a time he secured funds in the. United 
States for the building of a large church 
which has become the center of Baptist 
interests, not only for the capital, but 
for all Brazil. It seats 1,300 people. Dr. 
Soren proved himself one of the great 
figures that Latin-America has contrib- 
uted to Protestantism. 


Smith’s Bible Dictionary. By William 
Smith, LL.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $2.) “Carriage” is.a 
strange word to find in the Bible. It 
occurs six times in the King James Ver- 
sion, and only once, and then in. a 
marginal note, does it mean a vehicle. 
The average reader could not know this 
without the aid of a Bible dictionary 
such as this one. In this new edition 
of a famous old work, it is explained 
that “carriage” in Scripture usually 
means “baggage.” This of course is only 
one example of the thousands of proper 
and common nouns discussed in this 
very valuable reference work. 

This volume, containing 776 pages 
printed in good, clear type in two col- 
umns each, is the only American edition 
of the abridgment made by’ Dr. Smith 
from his own great encyclopedic work 
published in three large octavo volumes. 
It contains every name in the Bible; 
gives an account of each of the books 
of the Bible; and explanations of. the 
civil and religious institutions, the man- 
ners and customs of the Jews, as well 
as of the various nations alluded to in 
the Scriptures. There are many illus- 
trations scattered through the text, a 
number of full-page pictures of scenes 
in Bible lands, and three maps. This 
is a valuable supplement and a compan- 
ion volume to the new. edition of 
Cruden’s Concordance issued not long 
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ago by Revell. It includes the contri- 
butions of thirty-five other writers be- 
side Dr. Smith. Here is a great wealth 
of information that will throw a flood 
of light on the inspired words of Scrip- 
ture, and thus prove invaluable to pas- 
tors, teachers, and all other lovers of 
the Bible. 


The Book of Psalms. By Dr. A. C. 
Gaebelein. (Our Hope Publishing Co. 
456 4th Ave., New York City, $3.) Dr. 
Gaebelein’s long years of Bible study, 
and his great experience in presenting 
Bible truth to audiences representing 
all types of hearers, give a background 
for these studies in the Psalms which 
very few living men could offer. Dr. 
Gaebelein’s method of unfolding his .sub- 
ject is of special interest because of the 
comprehensiveness of the results that he 
brings to light. He takes each Psalm, 
and as need may. be, divides it into 
brief sections, and in a matter of two 
or three pages of comment, he develops 
the literal meaning of words and phrases 
in throwing light upon the text and the 
margins of the King James Version. His 
own knowledge of Bible languages is 


a great help in these translations of the: 


originals. 

--Throughout the book the special em- 
phasis is on the prophetic and devotional 
aspects of the Psalms. Probably the 
usual reader of the Psalms, these in- 
spired expressions of the heart cry of 
the sinner, and of glorious praise lifted 
up from full hearts to the throne of 
grace, does not realize the prophetic 
significance that is inherent in the 
Psalms themselves at numberless points. 
Dr. Gaebelein develops this with thor- 
oughness, and with constant attention 
to the prophetic significance as: related 
to these very days in which we live; and 
as to the future, towardswhich we are 
looking with eager anticipation. This 
is a book for daily reading, aithough 
not at all restricted to this, but easily 
adapted to that purpose. 


Living For Jesus. By Hattie Bell Allen. 
(Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn., 60 
cents.) When instructing children who 
have been saved, of course you tell them 
to go to work for the Lord Jesus. But 
just what do you give them to do? Is 
any constructive seed-thought left in 
those receptive minds as they launch 
into’ what. is, for them, both a serious 
business and a fascinating adventure? 
One feels that there should be some- 
thing besides, “Be good, now, and live 
for Jesus.” That something is presented 
in the chapters of this book. Written 
with: the deft, sure touch of one who is 
an experienced children’s worker, there 
is a message and correlated story for 
every phase of child life. Chapter 
headings are revealing: “Your life for 


Jesus”— contains the Gospel message, 
crystal-clear; “Your feet”; and so on 
through hands, voice, mind, time, and 
money. For each chapter there ds an 
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outline, a message, a story — sometimes 
two—and some constructive work to 
do. Examinations are appended should 
the book be used as a class text. Whilé 
not a catechism, many a minister will 
find “Living For Jesus” a valued aid in 
his pastor’s instruction class. A good 
use of the book would be to give a 
copy to each child immediately upon 
conversion, and see that it is read and 
applied. 


Bible Lessons With -Posters. By Mrs. 
L. W. Kratavil. (To be had from the 
author, 437 N. 16th St., Corvallis, Oreg., 
50 cents; posters, each $1.) Workers 
with children often feel their helpless- 
ness in presenting the simple Gospel 
message in its attractiveness and power. 
Mrs. Kratavil, who is herself a soul- 
winner among children, has prepared a 
set of twelve lessons giving the very 
words which may be used. Each lesson 
is accompanied by a page of pictures 
which the teacher may make for herself 
or they may be ordered from Mrs. Krat- 
avil in cut-out form, hand-painted. Most 
of the lessons are in John’s Gospel, but 
at the end is a lesson on Thanksgiving 
and one on Christmas. The book is in- 
tended to be used in Sunday school, 
vacation Bible schools, and child evan- 
gelism classes. 


The Story of the Pilgrim Preachers 
and Their Twenty-four Tours. (Picker- 
ing and Inglis, 14 Paternoster Row, Lon- 
don, E. C. 4, Eng., one shilling.) The 
evangelistic travels of a group of lay- 
men in Britain during the past nineteen 
years are here described. These bands 
have numbered among them printers, 
miners, farmers, engineers, a doctor, an 
admiral, ex-soldiers, ex-policemen, min- 
isters. They have walked, bicycled, and 
in later years traveled in secondhand 
cars. They have been provided for in 
one or another way, without having 
much of anything themselves, or even 
a committee behind them. They have 
witnessed publicly and from house to 
house, as did their great forerunner in 
pilgrim preaching, the apostle Paul. The 
chronicle of their ministry offers various 
interesting stories of conversion and of 
God’s guidance. 


How I Know God Answers Prayer. 
By Rosalind Goforth. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
paper, 65 cents; cloth, $1.) A prominent 
Christian once said to Mrs. Goforth, “To 
emphasize getting things from. God as 
you do is to make prayer too material.” 
But the fact that God delights to hear 
and answer simple petitions concerning 
the most mundane affairs of life is here 
demonstrated in incidents so abundant 
and miraculous that the reader will be 
prepated to scrap his last little doubt 
forever. This list begins with Rosalind 
and her friends lost in a dense forest 
where God sends a little bird to lead 
them out to safety. Next, there is a 
deliverance from toothache, the supply- 
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ing of a needed new dress and later 
of a sum of money, then the ability 
to find, bring, and teach her own Sun- 
day school class. 

Life in China brings the miracle of 
language mastery, of hospital patients 
who, though prejudiced and _ hostile, 
make rapid recoveries, of souls saved 
and opium-debauched men gloriously 
freed. .Some remarkable healings are 
recorded, and what is perhaps as great, 
the grace to endure trustingly when 
healing is denied. The deliverance from 
Boxer cruelty is the first of a new suc- 
cession of proofs that Jehovah-Jireh is 
actually the Supplier of every need 
known to missionaries at home and 
abroad. The last chapter carries one 
into the very Holy of Holies, where the 
secret of habitual victory is learned at 
last, through the power of the indwell- 
ing Victor. 


A Deck of Cards. By Charles F., 
Weigle. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 20 cents.) Playing 
cards were first made in 1392 for an 
insane king: A deck of cards is a far 
‘more wicked thing than the ordinary 
respectable card player realizes. Many 
church members play cards habitually, 
not knowing that in so doing they handle 
and come to love that which denies and 
blasphemes the Lord they profess to be- 
lieve in and honor. Every card in the 
deck has a secret meaning — sacrilegious 
or obscene. The deck is the Devil’s own 
invention; so much so that in the sev- 
enteenth century it was known as “The 
Devil’s Picture Book.” Every true 
Christian who plays cards should read 
this booklet before he becomes a slave to 
the deck. The author discloses the mean- 
ing of some of the cards and points out 
the significance and influence of the 
seemingly innocent game in our modern 


. world. A deck of cards is an unclean 


thing, and “Touch not the unclean 
thing” is a command of Scripture to all 
Christians. : 





For Family Worship 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 1 to 7 


Mon.—Matthew 16:13-24. 
: ; The Christian’s Confession. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” Other 
New Testament believers also made this 
confession (John 1:49; 11:27; 20:28; Acts 
This is the true Christian con- 
fession (see 1 John 4:15; 5:5, 20). Heart- 
faith in, and: confession of Christ as 
being equal with God saves (Rom. 10: 
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9, 10). Such faith is the gift of God 
(Eph. 2:8-10). Pray for Asbury Col- 
lege, Wilmore, Ky. 


Tues.—1 John 2:18-25. 
The Test of the Christian. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “If they had... 
continued with us.” Apostasy from 
Christ marks a man as “none of his.” 
“Abiding in Christ” is the test of the 
genuine believer. They are never happy 
in parting with the Lord and his people. 
“Boarders” in the Christian Church say 
farewell without a pang; but children 
of God always suffer keenly from home- 
sickness. Pray for Brookes Bible Insti- 
stute, 2051 Park Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
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Wed.—Romans 10:1-10. 
Confession unto Salvation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “With the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.” Oral 
confession of Christ is essential for all 
“believers.” Pardon is never sealed in 
the soul of the suppliant without public 
confession of heart-faith in the Son of 
God, “If thou shalt confess” ends for- 
ever hope of a secret discipleship. The 
regenerating spirit of God gives strength 
for confession of faith. “Dost thou be- 
lieve on the Son of God?” (John 9:35). 
Pray for Rural Bible Crusade, 410 East 
Illinois St., Wheaton, III. 


Thurs.—1 John 4:7-15. 
An Evidence of Unity with God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We know “that 
we dwell in him, and he in us.” The 
Holy Spirit: by whom we receive, con- 
fess, and live Christ unites us in indis- 
soluble bonds with the Saviour, and 
with all the members of Christ. One 
Spirit unites our hearts forever. “If any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). Pray for 
Winnipeg Bible Institute, 103 Furby St., 
Winnipeg, Man., Can. 
Fri.—Acts 4:7-12 
The Confession of Peter and John. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTiIons: “Neither is there 
salvation in any other.” Salvation from 
eternal sin is impossible of ourselves 
or of any other. Neither the labors nor 
sacrific »s of finite beings can take away 
sin. Redemption with “corruptible 
things, as silver and gold,” from our 
vain manner of life “received by tradi- 
tion” from our fathers is utterly impos- 
sible. Man’s hope of present and eter- 
nal salvation lies altogether in the 
incarnate, crucified, risen, ascended, and 
coming Saviour. Pray for Northwest 
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(Lesson for Jan. 7) Dec. 23, 1939 


Friends of Israel, 2316 West 54th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Sat.—Matthew 16:21-28. 
The Cost of Confession. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Deny himself, 
. take up his cross, and follow me.” 
It cost infinitely for Christ to save us; 
and it costs a great deal for the saved 


‘to confess and follow the Saviour. The 


cost of discipleship is found in Christ’s 
“follow me.” Without the Spirit of 
Christ, no man will ever follow in his 
steps. Pray for Famine Orphanages 
(Herman Becker, Director), Chihkiang, 
Hunan, China. ° 


Sun.—Isaiah 53:7-12. 
The Prophet’s Confession. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS:. “He was bruised 
for our iniquities.”. The identity of the 
One in the mind of the prophet is defi- 
nitely fixed for us in Acts. 8:33. Innu- 
merable sinners have similarly confessed 
the Saviour (53:10, 11). “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life” 
(John 3:36). Pray for Faith Bible Fel- 
lowship, 304 S. Boulevard, Norman, 
Okla. 
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